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IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO 

CIVIL DIVISION 

 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION  : 

FOR DAYTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, : 

115 S. Ludlow Street    : 

Dayton, Ohio 45402    : Case No. ___________________________ 

      : 

V.       : Judge 

      : 

THE OHIO HIGH SCHOOL  : 

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.  :  

4080 Roselea Place     : 

Columbus, Ohio 43214   : 

 

 

COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 

 

The Board of Education for Dayton Public Schools (“DPS”) hereby states the following 

complaint for temporary and permanent injunctive relief against the Ohio High School Athletic 

Association: 

 

1. Dayton Public Schools is an urban school district organized under the laws of the State of 

Ohio and located in Dayton, Ohio.  The District serves more than 13,000 students in 

preschool through high school.   

 

2. The Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) is a voluntary, unincorporated, 

not-for-profit association of public and private high schools and 7th-8th grade schools 

that sets regulations for athletic events and oversees participation in most state-wide 

athletic tournaments. 

 

3. On February 28 2018, OHSAA issued a decision that the Dunbar High School boys 

varsity basketball team would be disqualified from the state tournament and that DPS 

would be obligated to pay a fine of $2,500.  (See Disposition, attached as Exhibit 1) 

 

4. The central basis for that decision is that Dunbar High School inappropriately played an 

“ineligible” player (John Doe
1
) from January 10, 2018 to February 23, 2018.   

 

 

                                                 
1
 The placeholder “John Doe” is being used in the Board’s pleadings in an effort to protect, as much as possible, the 

privacy of a minor who has involuntarily and unjustifiably been thrust into a very public controversy.  The 

Defendant is already aware of the identity of John Doe and will not be prejudiced by its use in this instance.  DPS 

would respectfully ask that the Court order the continued use of the placeholder throughout the pleadings and any 

decision in this matter. 
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Ohio High School Athletic Association 

4080 Roselea Place, Columbus, Ohio 43214 

 
February 28, 2018 
 
Ms. Crystal Phillips, Principal 
Dunbar High School – Boys Basketball  
Via E-Mail: CPHILLIP@DPS.K12.OH.US  
 

Re: NFHS Rule 10-12-PENb. – Leaving the Bench; OHSAA General Sports Regulation 14.1, note – Ejection for Unsporting 
Conduct or Flagrant Violation; Administrative Responsibility and Institutional Control – Bylaw 3  
 
Dear Ms. Phillips: 
 

First thank you for the cooperation that was extended to our investigator, Mr. Evans, yesterday as we secured copies of your boys’ 
basketball scorebooks, game schedules and the video of the junior varsity contest played at Dunbar High School vs. Thurgood 
Marshall High School on January 10, 2018. Your athletic administrator, Ms. Boffman, was very helpful. 
 
As you are aware, one Dunbar High School basketball player was ejected from a junior varsity basketball game on January 10, 2018.  
The player who initiated the fight was not identified correctly by the official in his official’s report sent to this office and Dayton Dunbar, 
but video evidence shows that he and an additional player from Dunbar High School were involved in the on-floor altercation which 
then escalated to a bench-clearing brawl involving most members of both teams and a fairly large number of spectators. 
Notwithstanding our repeated efforts to communicate with Dayton Dunbar regarding this situation, this office only recently learned that 
you did suspend the two players, one of whom was ejected by the officials as a result of these flagrant actions in accordance with the 
Ejected Player Regulations of the member schools of the OHSAA. However, these same rules and regulations require a school that 
has received an ejection report to respond to the report via our officiating department in writing no later than one week after the event.  
Obviously, this you did not do. 
 
For weeks this office attempted to ascertain who the bench players were who left the bench area to engage in this brawl, but Dunbar 
administrators failed to respond.  It was only yesterday that we were able to view the video tape of the game in question and ascertain 
for ourselves who these additional players were.  This information is critical because the national playing rules for basketball (NFHS 
Basketball Rules at Rule 10-12-PENb.) state that any player leaving the bench area during a fight are automatically ejected.  Pursuant 
to the basketball playing rules and OHSAA General Sports Regulation 14.1, these seven (7) Dunbar players whom we were able to 
identify just yesterday after review of the video tape, were ineligible for the next two (2) games at the junior varsity level and thus 
required to sit out those games.  Yesterday we learned that none of the seven players sat out one single game as a result of this 
January 10 incident.  In every instance such as this where an athlete who becomes ineligible for future contests but does not serve 
his/her sit out requirement or is otherwise permitted to participate as an ineligible player by the school, this office has consistently 
interpreted these rules that the player remains ineligible until she/he has sat out the required penalty period, and that any and all 
contests in which he/she participated as an ineligible player until such penalty has been served, shall be forfeited. 
 
The problems that have come to light in this matter are exacerbated by Dunbar administration and coaches’ total lack of 
communications with this office and its abject disregard of the duties and responsibilities they have as members of this association.  
Had Dunbar administrators responded to anyone of seven (7) correspondences from the officials and this office in any manner 
whatsoever, the severity of the matter could have been averted.  Instead, as a result of Dunbar’s failure to respond, failure to 
administer the rules in accordance with their duties and responsibilities, an ineligible player was permitted to enter into a tournament 
contest which in and of itself would require forfeiture of that contest in accordance with Bylaw 10-2-1.  However, due to Dunbar 
coaches and administrators’ breaches as outlined above, the penalties outlined in Bylaw 11 would further require this office to remove 
Dayton Dunbar from the boys’ basketball tournament. 
 
 

What follows are penalties the Ohio High School Athletic Association is issuing against the Dunbar High School.  
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PENALTIES 
1. Dunbar High School shall be removed from the 2018 OHSAA Boys Basketball Tournament because of the use of an ineligible 

player in the first game of the tournament.  The bracket will be vacated and Dunbar’s last opponent, Thurgood Marshall High 
School shall advance to the game vs. Bishop Fenwick High School on March 4, 2018. 

2. Dunbar High School shall report the forfeiture of all contests in which these ineligible players participated using the guidance 
here: http://www.ohsaa.org/Portals/0/Eligibility/OtherEligibiltyDocs/GuidelinesForReportingUseOfIneligibleStudent.pdf  

3. Dunbar High School is publicly reprimanded for a lack of administrative responsibility and institutional control for failure to 
respond to this issue in a timely manner. We intend to have further discussion with your A-Team and you on this matter. 

4. This action is a violation of Bylaw 3, the terms of which were delineated in our letter ruling of May 10, 2017.  Therefore, the 
$2,500 of the original $10,000 fine is to be forwarded to the OHSAA office c/o Comptroller Todd Boehm no later than May 30, 
2018. 
 
 

Please also note that any further violations of Bylaw 3, Administrative Responsibility and Institutional Control, by any 
administrator at Dunbar High School during the next three years (2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20) shall be subject to penalties as 
determined by the Executive Director’s Office, and may include possible suspension of membership within the OHSAA.  
 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and please feel free to contact any member of the compliance or basketball staff or me 
if you have questions.  

 

Respectfully, 

 
       Daniel B. Ross, Ph.D. 
       Executive Director 
 

       c. Lamark Baker, District Athletic Administrator, labaker@dps.k12.oh.us 
           Todd Boehm, Comptroller 
           Jerry Snodgrass, Director of Sports, Basketball Administrator  
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