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PROCEEDI NGS
BE | T REMEMBERED THAT, on the 31st day of
Oct ober, 2016, this cause cane on hearing before the
Ohi o Hi gh School Athletic Association; and the
parti es appearing in person and/or by counsel, as
hereinafter set forth, the follow ng proceedi ngs were
had:

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: Good afternoon.

Vel conme to the CHSAA. My nane is Tony Mantell. To
ny left is M. Kanuckel. To ny right is

M. Ackerman. The three of us are the panel. To ny
far left is M. Craig. He's the OHSAA attorney.
Everyone who has a nane placard is an OHSAA enpl oyee,
and to your inmediate left is a court reporter.

What |'mgoing to do in just a nonment is
turn this over to Ms. Price, and she's going to give
us a background of this situation, this case; and
when she conpl etes her statenent, then | would |ike
for each person to state their -- their nane and
their position so it can be on record with the court
reporter. And then, at that tinme, whoever would |ike
to start presenting the information will be wel cone

to do so. kay?
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Ms. Price.

M5. PRICE: Thank you, M. Mntell.

This appeal is on behalf of |l G
who is a student; and he is a student at Dayton
Dunbar High School. | want to tell you, the appeal
ri ght now just deals with the schol arshi p byl aw,
Bylaw 4-4-1. As | read into the record information
that cane to us over the course of the weekend,
another issue is going to cone to light; but this
appeal is in regards to the forfeitures that Dunbar
has had i nposed on themin regards to academc
eligibility of the student who participated in a
contest on Cctober 21st, and al so a contest on
Cct ober 28t h.

And it's probably easiest for me to just
read this into the record, because, like |I said,
there was a | ot of conmuni cations over the course of
the weekend. | didn't even realize until a nonent
ago that | had an e-mail from M. Baker that cane in
at, like, 10:30 on Friday evening; so | had not seen
the e-mail.

| amgoing to read into the record
correspondence that is fromPeter Pullen, the

athletic director at Dayton Dunbar, and al so

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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Ms. Crystal Phillips, who is the building principal.
And just to nake sure that these individuals are
properly identified when | read them

Crystal Phillips is the principal of Dunbar;

Mel anie Walter is the principal of Belnont Hi gh
School, which is one of Dunbar's opponents and was

t he opponent on Cctober 28th; Peter Pullen is
Dunbar's AD;, Mark Baker, the district athletic

di rector for Dayton Public Schools; Darren Powell is
Dunbar's head coach; and ||l I ' s t he student
I n question.

"This statenent has been drafted in
reference to the nost recent allegations pertaining
to the Dunbar football program It is within our
best efforts to outline a clear tineline that
sequences the events as they transpired which led to
an ineligible participant.

"At approximately 4 p.m on Cctober 28th,
2016, the lead principal, Crystal Phillips, received
a call from Ml anie Walter, who is the Bel nont Hi gh
School principal. The call was concerning the
student's -- | I -- ¢'igibility, which would
prevent himfrom being able to partici pate.

"At roughly 4:05 p.m, the head foot bal

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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coach was notified that the player would be decl ared
ineligible until further notice and investigated by
the athletic admnistration. The athlete was
i nformed that his academi cs were in question and
woul d not be playing until the natter was clarified."

Now, this is in regards to a contest on
Cctober 28th. The schol arship byl aw i ndi cat es t hat
the student has to be eligible by passing five
one-credit courses or the equivalent in the preceding
gradi ng period. Wen a student has not passed those
five one-credit courses or equivalent, the student
remains eligible until five days into the second
gradi ng period. So what is going to be at question
s when did the student becone ineligible to
participate in athletics, whether he was eligible for
t he Cctober 21st contest and/or the October 28th
contest. So that's going to conme into play.

"Upon the teanis arrival to
Wel cone Stadiumaround 5:15 p.m, |l report card
was handed to the building AD, Peter Pullen, for
further review of the district AD." And, again, this
was the COctober 28th contest. The district ADis
Mar k Baker .

“"Around this time, M. Phillips al so sent

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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out a text nessage to Peter Pullen and sonme coaches
stating not to play i because of this issue. The
building AD reiterated the fact that the athlete
could not play until things were clarified.
I B bcecane enotional about the situation
when the coaches inforned himthat he would not play
in that night's contest. He proceeded to the bench
and was forced to surrender his hel net.

"At the start of the matchup, the district
AD and buil ding AD were phone conferencing with a
third party to verify | e'iogibility. After
several configurations and calculations, it was
determ ned by Mark Baker, who a is district AD, that
B vwould be cleared to participate in that
night's rivalry -- cleared to participate.

"At approximately 7:22 p.m, the district
AD, Mark Baker, then told the building AD,
Peter Pullen, to notify the Dunbar coaches that
B vas deened eligible to participate in that
night's gane. At the sane tinme, Ms. Phillips texted
Peter Pullen stating not to informthe coaches with
that information, but he had already done so. At the
10-m nute mark of the second quarter, Peter Pullen

was then notified by Mark Baker that his ruling nade

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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at 7:22 p.m was incorrect.

"This egregi ous admnistrative error
resulted in an automatic forfeiture of the gane for
Dunbar. At this point in the gane, Dunbar was
| eading 30 to 14, going into the half. At halftine,
Darren Powel |, the head coach at Dunbar, was notified
by the assistant coach that it was suggested by Mark
Baker to | ose the gane on purpose in order to nake
his history and have two DPS teans in the state
pl ayoffs," Dayton Public Schools.

"Prior to beginning the third quarter,
Coach Darren Powel | proceeded to Mark Baker's

office" -- his office is in Wlcone Stadium-- "to
confront and confirmthe validity of the suggestion.
Upon arrival, Melanie Walter, Belnont's principal;
Crystal Phillips, Dunbar's principal; and Mark Baker
were discussing the ramfications and possibility of
that night's outcone.

"Coach Darren asked Baker, 'What do you
want nme to do?' Baker's reply was, 'You have two
options. One, let Belnmont win the gane and not hi ng
will be said, but | w!! be ineligible in the

pl ayoffs; two, win the gane, and | will be forced to

submt the forfeit.'
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"Coach Darren's reply was, 'You tell these
kids to lose this gane. | can't do it.' Tensions
flared; and Baker proceeded to walk into his personal
of fice stating, 'Coach, do what you want to do. |If
you win this gane, things will get serious for the
district.'

"At that point, a disgruntled Ms. Phillips
attenpted to guide an enotional Coach Darren out of
the office stating, 'W can't do this. Let's go.
Coach Powel | then gave Ms. Walter a hug and Baker a
handshake stating, 'No disrespect intended for
nei t her of you.'

"So three mnutes into the third quarter,
Coach Darren returned to the field and called a tine
out to address his players and explain that we were
instructed to lose the gane in order for both teans
to make the playoffs. The next three plays, an
enoti onal Dunbar teamtook two penalties, forcing
a 30 and 30. At this point, the head referee stopped
t he gane."

| will stop here, because A-7 is a report
fromthe referee; and he did indeed stop the gane and
did indeed confirmthat two penalties were taken --

or forced agai nst Dunbar and that it appeared that

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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Dunbar was tossing the ball to the opposing team

"At this point, the head referee stopped
the gane and cal |l ed both coaches to the m ddle of the
field stating, 'Guys, | don't know what's goi ng on;
but I will not conprom se the integrity of the gane.
| will call the gane before I let that happen.'

Peter Pullen then instructed Coach Darren to 'Play to
win, and we will deal with it later.' At the end of
the gane, the teans shook hands; and the Dunbar

pl ayers headed straight into the | ocker room where

t he Dunbar team was addressed about the issues.

"In conclusion, it is obvious that the
egregious district admnistrative error, followed by
corruption, was a catalyst within this whol e ordeal .
The Dunbar football staff was in full conpliance wth
all matters upon receiving pertinent information from
the admnistration. W sincerely hope that this
appeal is expedited and overturned in our favor based
upon district adm nistrative error and tanpering with
the integrity and outconme of the gane. W are open
for further questions regarding the investigation and
appeal . "

So, again, A-2 -- A1, A-2is the

information in regards to the appeal. And, again, at

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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this point in tinme, you are only really here -- here
in regards to the forfeiture and the eligibility of
t he student athlete involved.

CHAI RMVAN MANTELL: Thank you, Ms. Price.

At this tinme, if you would, please state
your nanme and your position for the court reporter.

M5. PHLLIPS: | will start. M nane is
Crystal Phillips. | amthe principal at Dunbar Early
Col | ege Hi gh School. M/ position was that --

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: No, just the --

M5. PHI LLIPS: Just who | an?

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: Yes, mar'am  Sorry.

MR. KANUCKEL: You will get your chance.

M5. PHILLIPS: GCkay. | just want to
conpl y.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: No. That's okay. |
did say, "State your position."

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

MR. PULLEN:. My nane is Peter Pullen. [I'm
the athletic director at Bel nont Hi gh School .

MR. DARREN POVNELL: M nane is
Darren Powel |, head varsity football coach.

MR. ALFRED POWELL: Alfred Powell Senior,

general manager, student athlete.

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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MR. BAKER: Mark Baker, director of
athl etics.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: Thank you very nuch.

Now, whoever -- | don't know who you want
to start speaking to present your case, but I -- |
mean, we would like to hear fromyou; and |I'm sure
we' |l probably have sone questions. | nean, | know
she read this.

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: But you -- | nean, you
came to appeal, so you need to --

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: -- tell us what you are
appeal i ng and why you are appealing it.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right. | just have two
concerns. Initially, once | got the call -- because
before the phone call, | was unaware that ] was
ineligible. | would not know ngly, as the principal,
play a player that's ineligible, not know ngly; and
so ny first concern was to get to ny AD and to ny
coach to nmake sure that we didn't start that gane or
play that ganme with an ineligible player. That's why
ny instructions were to not play him but, at the

sane time, trying to get confirmation. As the AD,

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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| -- ny thought was that he would know what
cal cul ations he used to decide that he was eligible,
and | was trying to get that information still. So,
for me, while the investigation was going on, | did
not want himto play at that point in tine.

So once Coach Pullen and Darren received
the information, ny thought was that they would
figure out, between ny school AD and the district AD,
if | was wong; but | wanted to err on the side of
caution and say not to play, and that basically was
ny stance. Unfortunately, that didn't happen.

So because M. Baker -- and no offense to
M. Baker. | don't know who he got his infornation
fromor what happened that he felt |ike he was
eligible at that point to allow him-- to give -- to
gi ve the go-ahead for the young man to continue to
pl ay.

MR, PULLEN. Well, really, the
calculations -- | did nmake a m stake. Once |
realized it, ne and Mark got together. Oiginally --
me and Mark got together, again, to |look at it,
because for sone reason, on that one, | did -- | did
an average -- he had a 60-sonet hing average, and

that's how it cane out. But when we | ooked at it for

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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our type of school's scheduling, ne and Mark -- well,
Mark went to his office alittle ahead of ne. \Wen I
got there, he was on the phone trying to reach
sonebody. | don't know who. | know he nade several
attenpts, and he finally got sonebody.

W sat there in Mark's office and
calculated it, and whoever he was -- the nentor he
was talking to reported it to us; and the first tine
it came out, he had the average. W did it, and I
was getting ready to go again to say he was cl ear;
but Mark said, "Wait a mnute.” So we did it two
nore tines; and it kept coming out with, yes, he's
eligible. He has five credits. Mrk gave ne the
sign, and | went out.

The only thing | regret is | still

didn't -- Ms. Phillips text me and said, "Just don't
play him" but | was trying to get -- to wnthis
ganme for our playoff purposes of noving up. | went

on and told Darren that Mark expl ained he had the
five credits. Shortly after that, M. Baker cane
back to nme and said the guy he was talking to nade a
m st ake, and he just had four and a half credits.
CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ms. Philli ps.
MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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CHAI RVAN MANTELL: If 1'm understandi ng
this whole thing correctly, it says you got a cal
fromthe principal of Bel nont?

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: You had gotten a call,
and she informed you that your player --

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: How woul d she be
awar e - -

M5. PHILLIPS: |'mnot sure, but | wll
say this froma principal's standpoint.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: |'ve been a principal.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right. As a district, we
have rights. | can |ook at any Dayton Public School s
student's record. Professionally, | wouldn't;
however, we do have that access.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay.

M5. PH LLIPS: And so apparently she had
to utilize her access to | ook at our student's grades
to know that. There's no other way she woul d have
known other than to go into his record to find it.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Wwell, what woul d
your -- typically, at the end of the grading

periods --

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
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M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: -- does your AD -- who
typically -- | nean --

M5. PHI LLIPS: This is the process. Do
you want ne to go through the process?

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Most kids are eligible,
and it's not a big deal.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right. So we go through
our data tech at the end of the senester. She prints
out -- you know, they give her the list of students
who are athletes. She prints off -- she runs the
sheet of who's on there, just the grades; and she
gives those to M. Pullen, who is the athletic
di rector.

He then, in turn, goes through and
cal cul ates, individually, each kid's grade and then
reports to Coach Powel |l those students who are not
eligible at that point. And so when Coach Pullen did
hi s cal cul ati on, which we now know was w ong based on
the fact that we have bl ock scheduling --

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: You have
bl ocked schedul i ng?

M5. PHILLIPS: Right. Based on the fact

t hat we had bl ocked scheduling, his cal cul ati on was
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wong. So, again, it wasn't -- we didn't know t hat
the cal cul ati on was even wong before | got the call
fromNM. Walter.

CHAl RMAN MANTELL: Now, if I'm
under st andi ng, also, with what Ms. Price tal ked
about, this should have been determ ned, actually,
the week before, even before the gane on the 21st.

M5. PHILLIPS: Well, we had already gotten
the -- everybody's grades in, and cal cul ati ons were
done.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: So the cal cul ati ons,
you actually did those, M. Pullen --

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

CHAI RMVAN MANTELL: -- the week before?

And so you determ ned before gane nine --

MR. PULLEN. Right.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: -- which woul d have
been on the 21st that he was eligible?

So then we cone to Week 10. Now, |I'm
guessi ng, because | have been around athletics a | ong
tine.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right, right.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: The princi pal of

Bel nont probably wanted to win this gane as nmuch as
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you wanted to win this gane.
M5. PHILLIPS: Absolutely.
CHAI RMAN MANTELL: Which is fine. That's

okay.

M5. PHILLIPS: Understandabl e.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Yeah. So she
probably -- and |I'm speculating. This is pure

specul ati on.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right, right.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: That -- that -- she's
probably thinking -- sonehow t hrough grapevi ne, she's
t hi nking, "Their player is not eligible,"” or sonebody
made her aware; so she probably checked it, and
that's when she call ed you.

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

CHAI RVMAN MANTELL: Does that nmake sense to
you?

M5. PHILLIPS: Yeah. It does nmake sense
to ne.

CHAI RMVAN MANTELL: | don't know.

M5. PHILLIPS: Right, and that's how I
assuned it happened. So once she placed the call to
me, that's when | began to --

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: You made M. Pull en
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awar e?
MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.
CHAI RVAN MANTELL: And you nade the
di strict AD aware or sonebody?
M5. PH LLIPS: No. | didn't talk to Mark.
CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay. You talked to

Mar k?

MR. PULLEN. R ght. On the way to the --
as soon as | got to Welcone Stadium | net
Coach Powel | at the field. He gave ne -- he gave ne

B rcport card; and then | imediately took it

over to M. Baker, and we | ooked at it. He asked me

was | sure; and, at the tine, like | said, | nade a
m stake. | was sure | did everything right. So --
and he said, "Well, let's just look at it"; and we

eventually went to his office, and I gave himthe
results of that.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay.

So, M. Baker, you weren't even aware of
this situation until the night of Gane 107

MR. BAKER  Yes.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: They nade you aware
t hat eveni ng?

MR BAKER: Yes.
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CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Prior to that gane?

MR. BAKER  Yes.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: And that's when you
went to check on it? | nean, you tried to help
determ ne whet her he was eligi bl e?

MR. BAKER: That's when we went to ny
of fice, yes.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: And then, initially,
you felt that he was eligible and then later -- |
mean, |'mjust going by what was in this report.

MR. BAKER: Right, right. | asked himwas
he confident that what he had down in terns of --
because there was a -- a report card, but then there
was sonething scribbled onit. | guess this was the
cal culations that he was using to do it; and he was
sure -- confident and sure that this is -- this is
what it was, but | didn't verify it. | didn't
approve it.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay. But at sone
poi nt, sonebody felt that the player was eligible,

told the coaches he can play; and then it gives a

time, 7:22, | believe. That's when that occurred.
And then, later on, it was -- according to this, it
said you said, "No. You can't play." Please feel
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free to help us clear this up.

MR, PULLEN. ['Il try ny best.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: And | know this has got
to be awkward, because he's probably your boss; and |
understand that, but we're here about kids.

MR. PULLEN: The truth is the truth.

CHAI RMVAN MANTELL: Yeah.

MR. PULLEN: M. Baker did call -- and I'm
assum ng a coupl e peopl e, because he was -- he was on
the phone; and I heard "Ring, ring, ring." Nobody
answered, and he m ght have tried a coupl e people.
Who, | don't know, but he did finally talk to
sonebody. And, like |I said, we sat there and went
t hrough the cal culations three tines; and it canme out
that he had five points.

Here's the description, the -- what --
what changed it: the student had PE, which is one
fourth of a credit; and whoever he was talking to
said it was -- the factor was four, which nade it
one. He had passed two other classes, so that's two,
four, and that one nade five. W did that four
tinmes.

After -- after | talked to Darren and told

hi m he was good, he had a five, Mark cane back and
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sai d whoever he was talking to said it shouldn't have
been factored by four. It should have been factored
by two, which nmade hi mineligible.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: Okay. That nakes
perfect sense to ne. On a block schedul e, he had,
maybe, an English class, maybe a math or a science;
and in block scheduling, those would each be two.

DR MOORE: M. Mantell, let's ook at the
grade card. Let's -- everybody pull out the grade
card, and let's look at it; and we're going to | ook
at the first quarter grades. And | understand you

are on bl ock scheduling. W know that. W

under stand your school. W have had appeal s before.
My understanding is that -- correct nme if I'm
wong -- is that, to achieve a D, you nust have a 70,
correct?

M5. PH LLIPS: A Dis 60.

DR. MOORE: So a 69 woul d be passing?

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

DR. MOORE: And |I'm | ooking at the Spanish
grade. I|I'msorry if | was confused. | thought 70
was a --

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

DR. MOORE: That's a block, so I'm
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assum ng that the student is in Spanish for a full
senester and is going to get a full credit; is that
correct?

M5. PHILLIPS: Yes. So that would be two
poi nts.

DR MOORE: So that's two credit
equi val enci es.

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

DR. MOORE: And then this |anguage arts
cl ass --

M5. PH LLIPS: R ght, is a --

DR. MOORE: That's clearly a failure.

M5. PHI LLIPS: And he got a zero, so zero
points for that one.

DR. MOORE: So that's nothing. So we have
got the two so far; and then al gebra, we have 73.
That's passing. So that's --

M5. PHI LLIPS: Right, an additional two
poi nts.

DR. MOORE: -- one credit tinmes two,
that's two. And then PE --

M5. PHLLIPS: It's a quarter tines two.
It's a half --

DR MOORE: A half.
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M5. PHILLIPS: -- which neans it's four
and a hal f.

DR. MOORE: Four and a half credits.

M5. PHI LLIPS: Yes, nma'am

DR. MOORE: (kay. Just wanted to make
sure --

M5. PHI LLIPS: Yes, na'am

DR. MOORE: -- that we're clear on that.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: Ckay. | gotcha. So he
clearly has four and a half, not five?

M5. PHILLIPS: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL.:
agreenent at this point?

M5. PHI LLI PS:

was added and divi ded by three,

M5. PRICE: And |
that all the tinme?

MR, PULLEN:
m nd: We had noved our --

And everybody is in

But what Coach Pullen did

and that's incorrect.

et me -- but do you do

There was two things on ny

our district grading scale

down froma 2 point and -- so we could get nore

participants and try to help pull

long as they had a 1.0 to a
said that he was eligible.

60.

| f you average those grades, it

in nore kids. As

1.99, we said -- | just
| -- 1 was | ooking at the

Is a 64 w thout
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PE. | didn't Count PE.

M5. PRICE: |If you average what grades?

MR. PULLEN: |If you average the three
grades he has other than the 94 --

M5. PH LLIPS: And divide by three, it is
64.

MR. PULLEN. -- and divide by three, it
cones out to 64.

MR CRAIG So you were doing this in
context of a GPA, not necessarily the nunbers of
classes, initially?

MR, PULLEN: Yes.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: So you weren't even
initially considering the PE class?

MR, PULLEN: No.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: The other three, you
added and di vided by three so you get --

MR. CRAIG Wen did you -- all right. So
your initial calculations, you know, you kept saying
wer e based on a grade point average and not the
nunber of classes he was even enrolled in, other
than -- other than you used that as a factor to cone
up with your average?

MR. PULLEN: Yeah. | used it as a factor
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to conme up with ny average. Wen | got the job, they
said, "Do not count PE. "

MR. CRAIG You took the 61, the 45 and
the 68, or are you taking --

M5. PH LLIPS: No. You got to |ook at --

MR CRAIG So you took the 69, 50 and 73,
added those together, divided by three; and you said
it fit the district policy on m ninum GPA to nove
f orward?

MR. PULLEN. Right.

MR CRAIG At sone point, though, you

transitioned to sonething different. Wen did you do

t hat ?

MR. PULLEN: | didn't realize that until
ganme day.

MR, CRAIG \Wich gane?

MR. PULLEN: It was Bel nont.

M5. PHILLIPS: He didn't know until --

MR. CRAIG The 28th?

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

MR. PULLEN: The 28th. And then, |ike I
said --

MR CRAIG So when you go to Mark's

of fice and he's asking you, "Are your calcul ati ons
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right,"” the first tine he asked that, you are still
doi ng GPA cal cul ations?

MR, PULLEN: Yes, sir.

MR. CRAIG Now that you identified that
pi ece, when did you then start to count, "Wait a
m nute. How many classes is he in?"

MR. PULLEN: Well, we knew he was in four
cl asses. | guess | don't understand.

MR. CRAIG Passing?

MR. PULLEN: Ch, well, he -- he -- he
passed three out of four.

MR CRAIG Wen did the whol e PE piece
conme into the equation?

MR. PULLEN: The PE piece cane in when the

person -- when he gave PE the factor of four; and I
said, "I didn't know you could count PE. " 1've
never -- when | first got ny job, PE wasn't even a

factor, as far as you had to pass five subjects and
one of themcan be PE. So |I've never counted PE

So when he was on the phone, whoever he
talked to -- | knew PE was a fourth of a credit -- he
gave ne the factor of four; and, again, we did it
three tinmes before | left that office, and he kept

getting a factor of four. And then, after | left,
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cal |l ed back or however it worked, he cane back and
said -- M. Baker cane back and said it was just a
factor of two and nade it drop down to a four
point -- four and a half.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: Do you -- typically,
students have PE in ninth and tenth grade and then,
in some schools, 11th and 12th grade. They offered
advanced PE cl asses for sone tine. |Is this the PE
that he's required to take for graduation, or is this
sonme kind of an advanced -- he's a junior, correct?

M5. PHILLIPS: Right. He's a junior, and
he's never taken PE at Dunbar; so | have asked ny
counsel ors over and over again for athletes to not be
schedul ed in PE because they're eligible for the
wai ver. | haven't mandated it, but |'ve had the
conversation on nore than one occasion; and, again,
it's a thing for ne as a principal, assum ng that
people -- that the counselor is not scheduling them
init.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Well, evidently, the
counselor didn't his freshman and sophonore year.

M5. PH LLIPS: Right.

DR. MOORE: But, yet, this student was

appropriately schedul ed. By ny understandi ng, he was
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in three full-time academ c cl asses.

M5. PH LLIPS: Right. He was.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: One at a tine. W're
all yelling.

M5. PHILLIPS: |I'msorry. | apologize.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: We're trying to help
her out.

M5. PH LLIPS: No. | get it, but I'mjust
saying to always nmake -- there's no reason for it,
because we have the waiver now, and he can just get
the waiver for the PE credit that he needs because
he's an athlete. So she scheduled it. | -- | nean,
it's not a crine that she scheduled it; but, | nean,
| had just been advising against it.

MR, KANUCKEL: So | guess ny question
Is -- and | guess the overall point of this -- at the
begi nning, |l had the opportunity to earn six and
a half credits -- six a half points, credits,
what ever you call them yes?

M5. PHILLIPS: Points, uh-huh.

MR, KANUCKEL: And, M. Pullen, you
realized that he had to be passing five of those in
order to be eligible, or did you just go by the
di strict GPA?
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MR, PULLEN: | nust have went by district
GPA, because that's how | cane up with 64.

MR, KANUCKEL: Ckay.

MR. ACKERMAN. So it was cal cul ated on
GPA, not whether they were passing five credits?

MR. KANUCKEL: That's the way he did it.

MR. ACKERMAN. |s that an accurate
st at enent ?

M5. PHILLIPS: Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: How | ong have you been
t he buil di ng AD?

MR. PULLEN: Three years.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Is that what you have
been doing for three years or --

MR, PULLEN: Yes.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay.

M5. PRICE: And just -- and I'msure the
panel knows this, but if it were just a GPA issue, we
woul dn't even need to be here, because if you |et
soneone participate who hasn't net your GPA
requi renent, that does not effect us. As |long as
they're eligible in regards to the five one-credit
courses or the equivalent, there's no necessity to

take any forfeitures.
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MR, KANUCKEL: M. Baker, did you -- did
you realize and understand that it takes five -- to
be passing -- five credits, or the equival ent
thereof, in order to be eligible --

MR BAKER: Yes.

MR, KANUCKEL: -- or did you go by GPA as
wel | ?

MR. BAKER: No. | didn't calculate it at
all, but I know that -- based on the workshop that

|'ve been to that explains the bl ock scheduling, that
we needed five -- five one-credit courses.

MR. KANUCKEL: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. ACKERMAN. So your phone call, then,
really was just for clarification of the PE issue,
or -- or was it nore than that?

MR. BAKER: Yeah. Well, | made an e-nmil

that night to Ms. Price; and | asked her to give ne a

call.

MR. ACKERMAN. Ckay. But that being
said --

MR. BAKER: Right. | nmade an e-mail to
Ms. Price asking her to give ne a call; and then |
asked -- looking at the calculation of it, I asked
soneone that | knew was an AD, "Is that cal cul ation
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right,"” after M. Pullen had left ny office.

MR, GRAY: VWho were you tal king to when
Peter canme into your office? Because you said you
were on the phone, right?

MR. BAKER: No. | was trying to call -- 1
was trying to call Ms. Price, and | went and e-nuail ed
her; and then | also tried to call another AD just to
ask them about --

MR. GRAY: Wio's that? Wo's the other AD
you tried to call?

MR. BAKER: The AD i n Col unbus.

MR. GRAY: Col unbus?

MR. BAKER: Yeah.

MR, PULLEN: So let ne just get this
straight in ny head. You didn't sit there and talk

to anybody while | was there?

MR. BAKER: Yeah. | was trying to nake a
call.

MR. PULLEN: No. | said you nade nultiple
tries to nmake a call, but you didn't talk to anybody?

And we sat there and cal culated that thing three
tines.
MR BAKER: | didn't calculate it. |

received an inaccurate report card that had sone
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calculated information on it --

MR. PULLEN: You --

MR. BAKER: -- and | asked our buil ding
AD, who verifies eligibility, if, based on his
experience and his know edge, is that correct; and he
said yes.

MR, KANUCKEL: That -- when you say "he

said it was correct,"” you are tal king about the
cal cul ations for the GPA?

MR. BAKER: No. The -- was the kid

el i gi bl e.
MR. KANUCKEL: And he thought he was?
MR. BAKER: Right, right.
MR. KANUCKEL: This is the Colunbus Gty
AD?
MR. BAKER: No. | asked himafterwards

based on what | received, was that correct.

MR. CRAIG So you used the term
“cal cul ate"” a couple tinmes here too. Do you believe,
then, at least initially, what you were referring to
when using the term "cal cul ate” was different than
what the AD s neaning of calculate is? Because he's
al ready said, when he cane to you, his calculation

was GPA. Was your cal cul ati on GPA?
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MR. BAKER: Well, ny calcul ati on was based
on what he had shown ne.

MR CRAIG Wll, what did he show you?

MR. BAKER: He showed ne a report card.

MR. CRAIG According to him he showed
you a calculation for GPA, which deals with division
and averaging, right?

MR. BAKER  Yes.

MR. CRAIG That shouldn't even cone into
your evaluation. | nean, there's no dividing to be
done; so when you | ooked at his cal cul ati on and saw
that there's sone division being done here, didn't a
red flag go up?

MR. BAKER: It did not.

MR CRAIG (kay.

MR. DARREN POWELL: As a coach, | do the

averages as well. | don't do that other stuff.
That's really not ny field. | just went off of what
ny AD was telling ne. Like | said, I would never

knowi ngly play an ineligible player. Them kids work
too hard. There are goals, and it's just nore of a
m stake. \Watever it is, an error or mstake, it
cost us to forfeit the gane.

W didn't need to play him W was goi ng
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to be fine without him but when | got the word --
you know, you need stats to go to college as well as
grades, so | put himin. Then word canme back that he
was not cleared; and I'mlike, "Well, we mght as
well just walk off the field. There's no point in
finishing the gane.” So that's -- that's where I'm
at. Like | said, | nade ny team aware; and we cri ed,
because they know we worked for that.

MR, GRAY: Coach, when did you nmake them
awar e?

MR. DARREN POVNELL: Wen | left
M. Baker's office after halftine, | said, "CGQuys, we
got to finish this gane, but it ain't to our
advantage." And, like | said, we had two penalties,
| think -- intentional penalties. That's when the
referee stopped the gane; and after he said what he
said, he cane back. W went to the sideline. Coach
just said, "Let's just play to win"; and we turned it
on after that. That was that.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: | have to say, | nean,
| synpathize with your position. You know, | have
been a coach; and, you know, congratulations on -- |
mean, you are going for five and five and nine to

one. That's quite an acconplishnment. | think that
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reflects on you. | really do. And I'msorry that
you are in the mdst of all this as a coach, because
| know how much tinme and effort it takes to -- to
work with kids and build a programlike that.

MR. GRAY: The other issue that needs to
be addressed while you guys are up here is week nine.
That gane is also in question. How did that not cone
about in week nine that he was ineligible?

MR. DARREN POVELL: Well, I think, like
said, we didn't have school that Friday anyway when
we played week nine; but | think it was -- Coach gave
me a list of kids that was eligible and not eligible.
B vesn't onit, and | think it was because he was
doing the GPA requirenent. He didn't do the five
credits, so it was -- it was -- no idea.

But, like | said, we did have kids -- we
had a couple freshman that cane up short, and their
season was done. But, like | said, because of the
GPA, we never thought anything about anything el se;
so that's why he played. So | know week nine is
basically | ost, so --

MR. ACKERMAN:  You know, | guess |I'mstill
alittle bit confused, and naybe it doesn't nean a

| ot; but, M. Baker, | hear you saying, you know, you
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| ooked at it in terns of an affirmation of the
calculation of his GPA. At the sane tine, | think
you said you were aware at an COHSAA neeti ng about
having five passing credits.

MR BAKER Right.

MR. ACKERMAN. That part -- help nme with
t hat .

MR BAKER: | -- | did. | looked at it on
the fly, and | really based it off the experience of
ny believing the AD, who verified -- who verifies our
grades; so | should have caught that. | should have

caught that.

M5. PRICE: | would just like to get a
tinmeline, because | checked ny phone for a call, and
| did indicate that | got an e-nmail at, |ike, 10:15

or 10:20 on Friday; so howdid it conme on Friday that
you recogni zed that he was ineligible?

MR. BAKER: That he was ineligible?

M5. PRICE: Ineligible.

MR. BAKER: After | had asked a col |l eague
of mne if -- you know, based on, you know, what the
i nformati on was, what he thought and he shared with
me that it was -- it was an ineligible player.

MR, KANUCKEL: So | guess for ne -- and

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
WWw. ander sonr eporting. com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Pr oceedi ngs
10/ 31/ 2016 38

not to beat a dead horse or anything, but M. Pullen
and M. Baker, you guys, going forward, obviously,
under stand how five credits plays into this --

MR. PULLEN: | under st and.

MR. KANUCKEL: -- and the essential part
of the OHSAA purposes that the five credits need to
be cal cul ated and counted for?

Okay. Thank you.

MR. CRAIG Coach?

MR. ALFRED POVNELL: |'m Coach Powel |,
assistant coach. This is a very awkward situation
for me, since this is ny nephew and |'ve hel ped raise
this young man. He played for ne, but only the truth
has to be articul at ed.

M. Pullen, when he left his office and
passed nme, | was about to ask him "Wat are we going
to do with this ness?" He says, "He's good. Mark
just told ne -- or just gave ne the thunb's up that
he could play.”" So he proceeded to tell Coach.

At the halftime, | was infornmed that
M. Baker wanted to see ne. He went to the booth;
and then com ng back fromthe booth, that's when we
talked. He said that he talked with his nentor and

that he made a m stake, that he's not eligible; and |
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said, "What are we going to do?" And that's what he
said, "wWell, if Belnont wins, then we're good, but if
you |l ose" -- | nean, "If they wn, then we're good."

And I'mlike, "Well, we got to -- we got
to |l ose the gane?" He says, "Well, you know, if they
Wi n, you know, things are good." And -- and | said,
“"Do you want nme to go over there and tell themthat
or what ever ?"

| went over -- because that's nmy job. |I'm
the go-between. | went over, and | told him
pulled himto the sideline, and I was indicating to
Coach -- Coach was on the other end -- and | told
him and he went a little ballistic and was
enotional. | said, "W got to keep it together for
the kids."

And, at that point, he said, "Run the
gane. |I'mgoing to the office,” and he went into the
office. That's the statenent that you read. And I
think that it's inperative to understand that she
made it absolutely clear, our principal, he doesn't
play; but information canme down from what was
appeared to be a superior. So, at that point, you
are like, "It's good to go."

| mean, this is the authority. You know,
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she's authority too, but you | ook back and see so
many things that you don't do; but we have to be
accurate with what occurred. | would never let this,
under my watch, occur, period; and that's why we

we' re so adamant about it.

And it keeps com ng up, "Wy was he

dressed for the gane?" It was picture day. First
pl ayoffs, but it was still picture day; and we had no
clue he was ineligible. 38 years, | have had one

i neligible player under ny watch at Dunbar hi gh

School that slipped through the cracks. | amthe
character coach for the program This is -- it
was -- it's a m stake.

|"mnot -- |I'mnot pointing fingers saying
it was malicious or whatever. The only -- the score

woul d have been 70 to 14. W allowed themto score.
It wasn't going to be a contest |like that. It's just
not their year like that with us, and | just want to
be heard. The information was wong, and that's why
B vas on the field.

M5. PRICE: Coach Powell, can you say --
because | think you nmay have m sspoke when you said,

"We're good if we win," but you re Dunbar. Are you

referring to if Dunbar wns that you're okay?
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MR. ALFRED POWELL: No. |If Belnont w ns,
we're okay. We are both still getting in the
pl ayoffs. That's a quandary, and | passed t hat
information on. And I'mnot trying to throw anybody
under the bus. | just have to tell the truth. And
then M. Baker showed ne on a piece of paper how his
ment or showed hi m where he made the m stake, you
know, with the fourth and things |ike that.

M5. PHI LLIPS: Excuse ne. | need to step
out for a second and take a call.

CHAl RMVAN MANTELL:  Sure.

M5. PHI LLIPS: [|'msorry.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: That's okay.

MR. PULLEN: And he was visibly upset that

the m stake had been nade, "The nentor just showed

me. | just talked to himin Colunbus, and we can't
count that -- that gym" but the damage was done.
MR. BAKER: | just want to point out just

two things, one being the eligibility of our student
athletes at Dayton Public Schools. | did not verify
that. You guys provide a sheet that we have to --
our building ADs actually put the rosters of the kids
that are eligible on this sheet, and we have to know

back on the 21st whether a kid is eligible or
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i neligible.
Ms. Phillips shared the information about
her giving a direct -- information to him At that
time, | knew nothing about that. | knew nothing

about what was communi cated to Dunbar's believing the

AD and their staff that this kid was ineligible.

| am hosting an event. [It's one of the
greatest tines in our football history. | have two
teans potentially nmaking the playoffs. | have a

bui | ding AD that conmes and gives ne a docunent. M
initial thought was, "Let's see for the kid' s sake.
If we made a m stake, let's see for the kid' s sake."
The principal, who | shared earlier had
made a courtesy -- professional courtesy call to
Bel nont, was talking to nme; and Coach Powel!l told ne
that we got a report card -- we got his report card.
My initial thought is, if we have his report card,

let's take a look at it. That's the only thing that

| did. | did not approve any decision to put the kid
on the field. | don't do that fromny position.
The way we're structured, | rely on our

buil ding ADs to verify what you guys give us to
docunent and to verify whether the kid is eligible or

i neligible; and that should have been adjusted back
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on the 21st.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Not that this really is
a factor -- | guess it's not a factor, but |I have to
say curiosity has the best of nme. Wy did you think
that if Belnont won it woul d be okay -- everything
woul d be okay?

MR. BAKER: That was -- this is sonething
that was -- that's explained. | did not say that. |
did not say that if Bel nont wi ns, everything was
going to be okay.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Ckay.

MR. ALFRED POVELL: That's not what |
interpreted. That's what | heard from our
conversation out on the track. Wat happened in the
office and what was said to him | don't know. W
didn't even have the sane type of information; so I'm
saying that what you said to ne was, "If they w n,
then we're okay." And | -- | would just -- and |
passed that on.

CHAI RMAN MANTELL: But that's what | was
basi ng the question on.

MR, KANUCKEL: Well -- and if | could just
coment, at this particular point, that's a separate

| ssue.
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CHAl RVAN MANTELL: And it is. | just
wanted to clarify.

MR, KANUCKEL: And | guess, from your
perspective, Coach Pullen, when you becane the
bui l di ng AD, were you provided any training in terns
of howto determne the eligibility of students and
so forth?

MR. PULLEN: Not really.

MR. KANUCKEL: Where would that training
conme from normally?

MR. PULLEN:. To be honest with you, |
didn't really have any training. The former AD
before me, she and | are really good friends. W
tal k together. She wal ked ne through things.

MR. KANUCKEL: Ckay. GCkay. Wbuld that be
sonething -- normally, training would cone out of
your office, M. Baker? | nean --

MR. BAKER  Yes.

MR. KANUCKEL: And | don't understand the
structure of the whole thing; but, normally, training
for an AD woul d conme out of your office?

MR. BAKER  Yes.

MR. KANUCKEL: Ckay. Thank you.

DR. MOORE: W do try to provide training,
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and we have a lot of online resources as well that we
encour age schools to use.

M5. PRICE: And | was there within the
| ast two or three years doing -- | was there -- |
mean, |'ve been twice in the last --

DR. MOORE: We were focusing primarily on
the transfer.

M5. PRICE: Yeah. | went over there and
went over Bylaw 4. | had very good attendance. |
had the coaches and athletic adm nistrators and sone
principals there during the presentation | did,
because Coach Powel|l and Coach Pullen were there.

DR. MOORE: And | know | nade a
presentation again on the transfer bylaw, because we
get a lot of questions, which is fairly conpl ex when
you consider it and conpare it to other byl aws.

M5. PRICE: And M. Baker and | were on
t he phone this norning seeing if | -- because | got
the Tol edo and Cl evel and schedule, and | plan to be
back in Dayton. W really got to hear about our
urban districts. Yeah. It just -- we -- yeah,

MR. KANUCKEL: Thank you. That's it.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: Anyt hi ng el se anybody

would li ke to add or --
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M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN MANTELL: Well, thank you very
much. |t was nice neeting all of you; and it woul d
be better if we were all having dinner together, you
know, rather than having a conpl ex probl em here.

What -- what will happen, at this point,
we wi Il deliberate your situation and -- and nake a
decision on the forfeitures, you know, eligibility
i ssue. And then, you know, once we do that, M. Gay
will be in touch with whonever he's made arrangenents
with. And it's not sonething we drag out, so we'l|l
deal with it right away.

kay. Drive safely and --

MR. PULLEN:. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN MANTELL: Thank you.

And, thereupon, the hearing was adjourned

at 1:37 p.m
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PROCEEDI NGS

BE | T REMEMBERED THAT, on the 27th day of
February, 2017, this cause cane on for hearing before the
Ohi o H gh School Athletic Association. And, the parties
appearing in person and/or by counsel, as hereinafter set
forth, the follow ng proceedi ngs were had:

DR. ROSS: Thank you for comng. W're
going to start off by having -- we have a court
reporter. We'Il start out by doing introductions.

Debbi e, would you like to --

DR. MOORE: Debbie More on the staff.

DR. ROSS: Debbi e and Roxanne do

conpl i ance.

Dan Ross.

M5. PRICE: Roxanne Price.

MR RUGG Beau Rugg for the staff.
DR. ROSS: Beau does football.

M5. GOLEC. Kel sey Golec, intern.
M5. RONAI: Kristin Ronai, staff.
DR ROSS: She works in conpliance.

3

A. POVNELL: Alfred Powell, support
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servi ces, Dunbar Hi gh School .

MR. D. PONELL: Darran Powell, head
football coach, Dunbar H gh School .

MR. PULLEN: Peter Pullen, teacher,
basket bal | coach, Dunbar H gh School .

MR. BULLENS: Jam e Bullens. [I'mthe
executive director of safety and security for
Dayt on Public School s.

MR. BAKER  Mark Baker, district athletic
director, Dayton Public Schools.

DR. ROSS: Thank you for being here. The
only other person that we nmay have on here is --
Steve Craig nmay end up being on the phone. Steve is
the association's attorney. He -- every tine we
have an appeal, he's part of that piece.

So we have a copy here of -- and to nake
sure everybody knows, we're not going to be dealing
today with the eligibility and ineligibility piece
because we think that was all taken care of before
and has been dealt with. Wat we would Iike to deal
with today -- and we got a copy here of a official's
report fromthe night of October 28. That was
the -- the night of the Bel nont/Dunbar gane.

| think probably that's -- that probably
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will be nore at the bottom and then over onto the
next -- I'd like for everybody to take a m nute and

read that, and what we would like to find out is if
everybody's okay with the report that -- that's kind
of where we started. W'IIl nmake sure we enter that
into the report so you get a copy.

Fromthe officials' point of view, does
anybody have an issue, factually, that isn't what
happened? Wth none of us being there, we use that
as probably the -- probably a good starting point,
the baseline of it. |Is that what occurred? W were
not there.

M5. PRICE: And just to reiterate Dr.
Ross, | nean, so nmuch of the conmuni cations we
received -- even fromyou, M. Bullens -- was in
regard to how did this student get on the field; how
did an ineligible student participate. That's not
why we're here.

We have, you know, all the tine,

I ndi vi dual s who, unfortunately, err; and students
are ineligible so far as transfer, schol arship,

I nternati onal students, what have you, who
participate who should not. W are here because of

t he behavior that transpired during that gane, and
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the report we got is the gane was trying to be
thrown so --

DR ROSS: Anybody have any objections
with what the official has sent us? 1Is it a pretty
accurate description of what happened?

MR, D. POWELL: Yes.

MR A POWNELL: Yes.

MR. PULLEN: Uh- huh.

DR ROSS: |Is everybody okay with that?
Ckay. That, at |east, gives us a baseline to start.
Now where we need to go with this is if this
occurred, we need to know how it occurred because we
weren't there.

Coach, maybe you woul d be a good person to
start with since you' re probably the closest to
everybody since you're right there and you're on the
field.

That's M. Powell.

MR D. PONELL: Well, prior to the gane,
we got the information that the kid was ineligible.
W started the gane. He did not start. He didn't
play. W got word that he was eligible, put himin
the gane. Ten mnutes |later, he cane back. He was

I nel i gible.
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Hal ftime cones, they cone down and --
Coach Powel| here, Dr. Powell, cones and notifies ne
that we have -- that we just need to | ose the gane.

| inmmediately said, "By who?"

And he just said, "W need to | ose the
game. Mark said we need to | ose the gane."

So | went to Mark's office. The gane was
about to start -- third quarter was about to start.
When | wal ked into the office --

DR. ROSS: So all this was during
hal fti me?

MR D. PONELL: This was during halftine.
So when | walked in the office, there was Mark, the
Bel nont principal, and ny principal.

DR. ROSS: M. Walter?

MR D. PONELL: M. Walter and then ny
principal, Ms. Phillips. So when | wal ked in there,
the first thing I said was, "Wat do you want ne to
do? What's goi ng on?"

It was back and forth. | can't renenber
t he exact conversation.

Then what di d happen was | said, "So,
basically, you want nme to | ose this game?"

| know his response was, "Well, you know,
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If you | ose this gane, don't worry about anything so
B can't play in the playoffs. Both of you guys
can get in the playoffs still."

| basically said, "I can't tell ny kids to
go out here and | ose the gane."

W was already up 30 to whatever at the
time so --

DR, ROSS: 30 to 14.

MR. D. POAELL: -- like I said, we went
back and forth. There was a |little heated exchange.
| shook his hand, told him "No disrespect.” | gave

the Bel nont principal a hug, told her, "No

di srespect. "

| walked in. M. Phillips wal ked back
out. Like | said, | was very enotional at the tine
because, of course -- like, it's a nessed up

situation for us.

DR ROSS: Have you ever been told
anything |i ke that before?

MR. D. POANELL: No, never. This was the
first time |'ve been in a situation like that.
Then -- like | said, we was already in the playoffs.
Li ke, our table was already punched. So it was kind

of a nessed up gane -- | nean, situation
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So when | went back to the field, | called
a tinmeout. W was already on offense. | brought

all ny kids up in a huddle and said, "Listen, guys.

Unfortunately, if we want to go to the playoffs, we

need to lose this gane." Enotions cleared.
| tried to tell them-- | said, "Listen,
keep your head, you know -- we're still going to go

to the playoffs. Keep your head up."
So we went back on the field, and | really

didn't know who to call.

| just told him-- | said, "Gve themthe
ball. Let them score."
The first play, he said "hut." | think

our quarterback threw an intentional ground and it
ended up being an interception. Qur guys started
wal king on the field as they were running during the
touchdown. The ref stopped play, did the sanme thing
the second tine -- or we got flags both tines.

He brought ne and Coach White, the Bel nont
head coach, to the mddle of the field.

As we was tal king, he was basically saying
t he gane woul d be conprom sed. He didn't know what
was goi ng on.

DR ROSS: And it woul d.
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MR. D. POAELL: Yeah. So as that
happened, | had no response because | didn't want to
flat out just tell him "Listen, we're trying to
| ose the gane."

I n hindsight, maybe |I shoul d have said
that. | don't know how it would have pl ayed out
either way. He said that, and I went back to the
sideline and | told ny kids, "I nmean, listen. It is
what it is. W got to do what we got to do."

Coach Pullen cane over and said, "Mn,
just win the gane."

Needl ess to say, | think it was, |ike, 30
to 30. We got a first down. W ended up scoring,
and we played hard football for the rest of that
gane.

Ms. PRICE: For nme, losing a gane and
forfeiting a gane has the sane outcone. So what
woul d have been the point to be told to |ose the
gane and not sinply -- because you played an
I neligible player by that tinme anyway. Right?

MR, D. POWELL: Yes.

M5. PRICE: So you're going to have to
forfeit that gane.

MR. D. PONELL: Yes.
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M5. PRICE: Wen you | ook at the details,
that ineligible player was ineligible the week
before; so you would have had to forfeit that gane.

MR. D. POAELL: | think that wasn't taken
I nto consi derati on.

DR ROSS: So when did you find that out?

MR. D. POAELL: Well, | found out that we
was going to have to forfeit the previous ganme the
next day.

DR. RCSS: You didn't know that?

MR, PULLEN. We was aware of the five-day
rule, but we didn't know that it started the norning
of that fifth day. So | don't think no one in this
situation was aware of that.

So it was nore so, "Ckay. You would have
to forfeit this gane. Don't worry about them  Just
| ose this game. You'll still be in the playoffs.
Don't worry about the gane.”

So like | said, that was that. W found
out on the news that we was -- we wasn't going to be
in the playoff, and that was that.

M5. PRICE: So, if | may, there's a
statenent in the report that we received fromM. --

DR. MOORE: Is that from M. Bull ens?

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
WWw. ander sonr eporting. com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dunbar Hi gh School Proceedings
2/ 27/ 2017

12

M5. PRICE: It's, |ike, the second page of
the report. If | recall, this text would have cone
somewhere during halftime or right before halftine
or before you went to the office.

This says, "Ms. Phillips stated" -- |I'm
going to have to read this the way it's witten --
"Ms. Phillips stated, 'He just fucked us. Watch.'

Uncle Alfred Powell texted, "Pullen and
Mark gave the green light, yes. The shit was due
| ast week."

B tcxted, "Mark wants to see you,
Uncle D."

Uncle Alfred Powell texted, "OCkay. W
have to | et Belnont win because they will bring up
the issue that he was ineligible |ast week."

When was this statement made or this text
recei ved?

MR, A POANELL: For ne, that was during
the halftinme break. It was the halftinme cerenony.
The kid -- the kid rushed down the field and said
that | have to cone off the field, that M. Baker
needed to see ne right away, you know. | had had
sone reference of what was goi ng on.

| had already calculated in ny head two
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ganes; and we woul d be out by 0.8 is exactly what
happened. So that's when | got the information.
Wth everybody being enotional, they didn't talk
about the inplications that night wwth the staff.

W were just trying to cal mthese kids down.

Parents were upset at this tine, very, very
enotional. That's when | received that information.

M5. PRICE: Okay. So what this statenent
tells me is, "If we don't do this, which is throw
this gane and let themw n, then soneone is going to
bring up" -- whoever "they" is -- "that |ast week's
gane is going to be held over us as well." Okay?
That, sonmehow, we weren't going to receive the
I nformati on about the week before and it would be a
noot point in regard to this gane because you woul d
have | ost the football gane.

MR. A POAELL: We would have lost. W
woul d have -- instead of being seven and three, we
woul d have been eight and two, but we still would
have been in the playoffs. So the whole thing was
the two teans in the playoffs, and Bel nont coul dn't
beat us. So | just felt like it was a way to get
themin sonehow, sonme way w thout thinking that we

woul d have to forfeit the Taft gane as well.
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DR ROSS: But you didn't know that that

eveni ng?
MR, D. POAELL: No, | didn't know that.
M5. PRICE: But you had --
MR A PONELL: You had an inkling of

t hat ?

MR D. PONELL: In the 37 years of ne
doing this, we only had one major incident back in
"88 simlar to sonething like that that |'ve seen
Wi thin our program in the league. | knew it wasn't
good. So a |lot of enotions all around, a |ot of
enotions. | don't think anyone had been in that
situation before. It was al nost unbelievable.
There was a |l ot of hype in the week before the gane
about the possibility of both progranms being init,
whi ch, you know, even at our detrinent, would have
been a plus, you know, for --

DR ROSS: Well, sure. If you can get a
coupl e of schools in the | eague --

MR A POWNELL: So, yes, that -- that --

DR ROSS: So when did you get the
I nkling? Wen you found out he was ineligible?

MR A POWNELL: Yes.

DR. ROSS: And in your head, you kind of
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went back and said, "Okay" --

MR A PONELL: |If he's ineligible this
gane, he's ineligible the | ast ganme because that
clock starts at 9:00 a.m in the norning when school
starts, not at the end of the day. So | had -- the
first discussion that we had -- | had wwth M. Baker
was by the -- by the scoreboard in the -- not the
scoreboard, the open end of the stadium | would
call it. | guess that's the north end.

When he cane out fromthe booth and we
di scussed that, then | said, "Well, what happens
w th Taft?"

He says, "W just take care of the
situation, you know. That's it. W'Il -- we don't
mention Taft,"” is the inkling that | got, is what |
was told. That's just the truth

I"'mlike, "That's -- that's inpossible."

| didn't tell the others about it, but I
knew t hat was i npossi bl e.

So | said -- and | think | testified to
this -- "My AD and ny principal would never go for
that, because one thing they' re always tal king about
Is integrity. They always tell us -- whether we

want to be or not, you got to be on the goal I|ine.
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You' re bei ng wat ched, so nmake sure you guys are" --
that's -- part of ny position is to nmake sure that
everything is flowing right, you know, that we woul d
have approached.

So | was brokenhearted. | have a text
related to that, though, that | never shared before.
But this dawned on ne because | texted M. Baker the
next day, which was the 29th, and told himto keep
his head up. There was no aninosity, no -- | just
felt bad. | v -- v -- is one of mne.

DR. ROSS: There wasn't any aninosity.
We're just trying to work through what happened.

MR. A. POANELL: There was the --

DR. ROSS: Roxanne, do you want to read it
for everybody?

M5. PRICE: From Saturday, Cctober 29,

11: 50 a.m -- this is from Coach Al fred Powel | --
"Keep your head up. W have tests in life's sports
In order to have a testinony. God is good, and this
wll make us all stronger. This, too, shall pass in
time. We're going to finish ninth by eight-tenths
of a point if the Taft ganme is taken away. This is
going to be nore than hard to break the news to the

pl ayers and the comunity."
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MR A PONELL: And | didn't get a
response fromthat.

DR ROSS: Wich is exactly when you
figured it out?

MR A PONELL: Yes, sir. | figured it
out at the gane. It was a wap.

DR ROSS: Exactly how that piece
occurred.

Mar k, do you have any -- your recollection
through this -- | think the one good thing is
everybody has kind of agreed that whatever happened
happened.

MR. A. POAELL: Yes, sir.

DR, ROSS: Ckay. And tell us howit got
to that point, how it happened.

MR. BAKER Wl l, actually, the first

play, | didn't see.

DR. RCSS: On, of the --

MR BAKER Right.

DR ROSS: -- third quarter?

MR. BAKER Right. | didn't see.

DR RGCSS: kay.

MR BAKER | nean, just in terns of
the -- the overall -- the unfairness of the whole
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situation, certainly, with the, you know -- and |
know you guys talk about that it's not about the
I neligible player, but I think it has everything to
do with the ineligible player because that was what
|l ed us to this neeting here today.

To have ny staff say sone he-say, she-say,
that | said this is what | did and not factual
stuff, I do have a concern about that. | nmean, it's
a huge concern. The integrity of the gane is
I nportant to nme too. | participated i n OHSAA
| was a part of what it is to be right inside of a,
you know -- whether you're shooting for a
chanpi onship or just playing a gane. So for themto
say that | gave a directive to | ose a gane, | have
an issue with that. | have an issue with --

M5. PRICE: That's why we're here around
the table. That part of it is an issue for us.

DR RGCSS: Right.

MR. BAKER:  Absolutely. | wunderstand.

DR ROSS: But the other piece with that,
Mark, is if sonmebody is having this conversation
bet ween going off of the field and when you get into
the locker room | don't know if, factually --

unl ess sonebody was follow ng you with a tape
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recorder -- we would know the facts. So it has to
be what do | think | heard and what do | think I
said? So it has to be a situation where you're
going to relay what you believe happened, and then
that's for us to work through.

W didn't wal k across the field and go
across the track and go into the | ocker room W
weren't in your office when any of the conversations
took place there. There isn't any facts that you
could say that sonebody had a picture and a tape
recorder to say, "This is who was in there, and this
s what was said."

None of that exists. So it has to be, you
know, people that you rely on, people that you
trust. They wouldn't be in the spots they're in if
you didn't trust them and you wouldn't be in the
spot you're in if sonebody didn't trust you so --

M5. PRICE: | think what's inportant,
also, is the tineline because you can al so, you
know -- you make several assunptions.

You're thinking, "If I"'mgoing to throw a
gane, it's easier to throw the gane fromthe
beginning than it is if you're up at halftine."

So you're looking at a tineline when
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everything is going okay, according to the rul es.
Then there's sonething that happens at hal ftinme, and
now t he entire behavior has changed. W're just
trying to -- what we're saying is the

| nsubordi nation and those type of things, in regard
to playing the student athlete, we have schol arship
I ndi viduals who are ineligible. But what transpired
in regard -- to losing a contest, again, is a

par anount of inportance here.

MR, BAKER  Absol utely.

Getting back to you, M. Ross, in terns of
nmy recollection, the first play, | didn't see, of
the second half. | didn't conme out. But |eading up
to halftine, we were trying to figure out the
ineligibility piece. Coach Pullen, you know, cane
to ne -- actually, the principal cane to ne and told
me what was goi ng on.

DR. ROCSS: M. Walter --

BAKER: Ms. Walter --

ROSS: -- from Bel nont ?

2 3 3

BAKER: Yeah, Belnont's principal.
-- kind of shared with ne what was goi ng
on at this tine. |'mhosting an event at the

stadi um had no know edge of what was goi ng on at
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all earlier in the day and what transpired with
Ms. Walter actually calling Ms. Phillips and giving
her a courtesy call about the ineligible player.

So imedi ately, | went and found
Coach Pullen. Coach Powell was wal ki ng, and Mel vin
was talking to ne.

He was sharing with nme, "W have his
report card."

So | went on and tal ked to Coach Pullen
about the situation. He was sharing with ne --
showi ng ne a piece of paper that this is what had
t aken pl ace.

So | got on the phone to call M. Phillips
as a district AD and said, "Is this kid -- do you
know anyt hing about this? 1Is this kid eligible?"

She said, "Wat did they say?"

So Coach Pullen and nyself went into ny
office, and we started to try to figure it out.

He was showi ng ne -- based on the bl ock schedul e, he
was adding it up and he was comng out with a
percent age saying 64 percent.

So |l was like, "No. | don't think this is
right."

So | got on the -- | think the first
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person | tried to call was Ms. Price. | didn't get
her, so | reached out to a coll eague of m ne and
tried to get him So he ended up getting back with
me and --

DR RCSS: |Is that colleague an AD, or --

MR. BAKER  Yes, Colunbus. Col unbus
Publ i ¢ School s.

DR. ROSS: Do you mind sharing with us --

MR. BAKER  Vince --

M5. PRICE: d arno?

MR. BAKER Yes, Carno. So right before
hal ftime, we find out the kid -- based on what we
had, the kid was ineligible. So | shared it with
the -- with the -- Ms. Phillips. | shared it with
Coach Pullen, and | shared it with Coach Powel | that
we were going to have to forfeit this gane.

DR. ROSS: That was at halftinme?

MR. BAKER  That was at halftine. W had

sone conversation about it, and | made a statenent

in regards to -- not a directive but a statenent in
regards to if -- if Dunbar was to | ose this gane,
you know, we would still have two teans in the

pl ayoffs. But in terns of a directive, ne telling

sonmeone to go out and |lose a football gane, | did
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not do that.
MR D. PONELL: So if we was to |ose the
ganme, how would we still make the playoffs? You

wasn't going to turn in the Taft gane then.

MR. BAKER | knew nothing of the Taft
gane. | knew nothing -- that we al ready knew that a
kid was ineligible for the Taft gane, | knew not hing

of that.

MR D. PONELL: So if he was ineligible
during the Bel nont gane, he had to have been
ineligible for the Taft gane. It just canme out that
week.

MR. BAKER Yeah. Well, what |'m sharing
wWth you is that | did not know that there was a
pl ayer that was a player ineligible in regard to the
gane before too.

Because | think as | corresponded back
with M. Rugg the next day, he was the one that
i nformed nme, "Mark" -- when he asked ne when was our
gradi ng period over.

| thought we were still okay based on what
| |1 ooked at on our sheet. He had shared with ne
that it was that five-day rule, and that fifth day

was that start of the fifth day. So at that point,
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| didn't even -- | didn't know about a potenti al
Taft gane -- the kid being ineligible.

DR ROSS: So at that point in tine, did
you think that Dunbar was still in?

MR BAKER Did | think that they were
still?

DR RCSS: Un-huh. |If they wouldn't have
had the Taft gane out, they would have been ei ght
and two.

MR. BAKER Right. Based on what the
percents was --

DR ROSS: Yes. Fromthat evening, you
woul d have still believed that Dunbar was still in?

MR BAKER Right.

DR. RCSS: But Bel nont woul d not have made

it?

MR. BAKER. Right.

MR. BULLENS: Dr. Ross?

DR ROSS:  Yes?

MR, BULLENS: It was part of ny report
that | sent up here to you -- did | share the text?

M5. PRICE: Yes, you did.
MR, BULLENS: Okay. On a group text from

the principal, Ms. Crystal Phillips and Uncle Al fred
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Powel | - -

And | apol ogize. That's you, sir?

MR A POWELL: (Nods.)

MR, BULLENS: Okay. We've never net.

So | had to go through words and not
knowi ng who peopl e were.

So at 8:03 p.m on that Friday, "Wwo told
y'all to put himin the game? Wy didn't y'al
listen to nme?"

Uncle Alfred Powell, "I"min the booth.
Pul | en must have told himhe could play."

She responded back, "He just F d us.

Wat ch. "

Uncle Alfred responded -- | apol ogi ze.
Uncl e Powel | --

MR, A PONELL: That's okay.

MR, BULLENS: -- "Pullen and Mark gave the
green light, yes. The shit was due | ast week."

B - nowthat is Coach Powel | ?

MR A PONELL: No. That would be ny son.

MR. BAKER: There's another one? Ckay.
| apol ogi ze.

Little Powel |l stated, "Mark wants to see

Uncle D. "
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MR A PONELL: He wants to see ne.

MR. BULLENS: Then you responded "Ckay."

Then, "We have to |let Belnont w n because
they will bring up the issue that we were ineligible
| ast week."

So you knew Friday night that you were
I neligible and you played an ineligible player the
week before.

MR. A. POAELL: No, no, no. | |earned
t hat day about himbeing ineligible, like --

MR, BULLENS: Earlier Friday?

MR A PONELL: No. Not earlier Friday,
at the gane. That statenent cones as a result of
Mark telling ne that we have to | ose the gane.

MR D. PONELL: It says 8:03. The gane
started at 7:00.

MR. BULLENS: No, no. This was hal ftine.

MR. A POAELL: Yeah. It was hal ftine.
That's when we neet, right at that tine; and you
never called nme down and interviewed ne. | would
have shared that information with you.

MR. BULLENS: | didn't know who all the
Al freds and all the Powells were.

M5. PRICE: And he has a tw n brother.
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DR ROSS: But your piece would have been
you found out about before the gane that the young
man was ineligible? You started --

MR, A POAELL: Yes. | renenber --

DR, ROSS: The ball started turning in
your head as far as --

MR, A POANELL: Right.

DR RCSS: -- he is ineligible.

MR A PONELL: He's not to play. He's
taken his picture in a unformjust because it's what
we do. At that point intinme, he's not to play. W
were in agreenent with that, that he's not to play.
Ms. Phillips gives ne a verbal directive, which
forcefully reinforce, that he's not to play unless
they -- unless they come up with sone different
I nformati on because there was still workings between
M. Baker and M. Pullen at that tine. So | was --
nmy assignment was in the booth, and I was working in
the booth that particul ar day.

DR. ROSS: So they're working on this.

You call Vince. Does Vince tell you, then, that
with the nunbers that you had given him that he's
el i gi bl e?

MR BAKER No. | actually tried to get

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
WWw. ander sonr eporting. com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dunbar Hi gh School Proceedings
2/ 27/ 2017 28

Vince and didn't get himinitially. Then once he
got back with me --

DR ROSS: So how did you end up fromhim
being ineligible to being eligible and then back to

bei ng ineligible, which is what happened?

MR. BAKER: Well, | never said he was
el igible.
DR RCSS: Then how did he end up playing?
MR BAKER He -- | didn't -- | guess
that's the problem | didn't give a go-ahead to

tell himthat it was okay. Pullen and | were in ny
office, and we were having a conversation. | asked
coach.

| said, "You' ve been in this position
| onger than nyself." | said, "Based on a bl ock
schedule, is this kid eligible?"

He said yes. | was on the phone trying to
reach Vince. He walks out of ny office and tells
himto go play the kid.

DR RCSS: Al right.

MR. PULLEN:. Excuse ne. First of all, let
me -- | heard everything. | -- | arrived at the
st adi um probably about a quarter to seven. As | was

wal ki ng across the field, Mark approached ne, had a
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report card in his hand, asked ne about a student
at hl et e.

DR. MOORE: So -- excuse nme -- Mark had
the report card? Who brought the report card down
to the stadi unf

MR D. PONELL: | brought it to the gane.

DR. MOCORE: You brought it to the gane and
you gave it to --

MR A POWNELL: Mark.

DR MOORE: How did it get to M. Baker?

MR. A POAELL: Because | returned it to
himto say, "Mark nmay want to |look at this."

So when he did see Mark, he said, "I do
have the report card," because Bel nont, obviously,
had put the word out. The kids had even said
sonet hing. So nothing was, you know -- things were
starting to spread.

DR MOCORE: Sorry. I'mnot trying to
interrupt. |'mjust --

DR ROSS: Wiat we're trying to do is get
the tinmeline and follow through that.

M5. PRICE: Wo put the report card in
your hands?

MR, PULLEN:. So | had the report card in
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ny hand. Mark asked ne, and | did say yes. | did
calculate it wong. Admtted that when | was up
here. Because | was also calculating -- also we
have the -- you have to have between the 2.0 whole
and the 1.0 whole to be eligible district-wise. So
| -- this was -- | didn't have it with me at the
tinme.

This is Mark's handwiting. This is where

we figured up the -- that he was at the 1.0.
Woever he talked to on the phone, | don't know |
don't know who he called. But | was in the office
and, like | said, this was probably before the gane
started, before kickoff. W were in the office.
What's in blue is what Mark wote down, ended up
with the five credits.

| asked hi mwhen he wote down five
credits, which I thought was good, | said, "Is he
good?"

Mark did this. (Mitions.) So | waited.
They calculated it three tines while | was right
there, while he was on the phone. Like | said,
| don't know who he was talking to. He said he

can't talk to nobody. He said he called Vince, but

he didn't answer.
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MR BAKER Vince called ne. | didn't get
himinitially. Vince called ne and then shared --
when | told himwhat we had, he tells ne that's
not -- he's not eligible. That's when | went out on
the field and told them and that's when he went and
told his team

M5. PRICE: Wo wote -- whose witing is
t hat ?

MR, PULLEN. Not m ne.

MR. BAKER The red is yours? Red is
Darran's.

MR, D. PONELL: The nunbers is m ne.
That's how | knew it was cal cul ated wong. Like I
said, the red --

DR. MOORE: It's four and a half.

MR D. PONELL: | didn't wite "eligible,"
just to answer that question. | didn't wite it.
Coach Pullen didn't wite it. So | don't know.

MR, PULLEN: Now, |ike I was saying before
| was interrupted -- like | was saying, | sit there.
We calculated it three times and told ne -- and he
never did say anything. | got that fromhim But
al so -- as humans, we al so, you know, know what sign

| anguage is too. We know this (notions) neans "wait
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a mnute." W know this (notions) neans "okay. Go
ahead. "

So the third tinme | said, "lIs he eligible
or ineligible?" He did |ike this (nptions). That's
when | left his office. That was the last tinme |
was in that office. The rest of the time after |
left, I went straight -- | went straight to talk to
Darran and tell him--

DR. ROSS: Was the gane going on?

MR, PULLEN:. The gane was going on. The
score was eight to nothing.

M5. PRICE: And the young nman hadn't
pl ayed yet?

MR. PULLEN. He has not played yet.

That's when | told Darran, according to Mark, he was
eligible. Woever he talked to, that's what he told
me. Ten, fifteen mnutes |ater, Mark cones back on
the field and calls ne over and said his guy
calculated it wong. He was ineligible.

DR ROSS: So then you pulled himout?

MR, D. PONELL: Yeah. | pulled him--
| think this was naybe the second quarter. |t was
before halftime for sure. | said -- and we was up.

Like | said, we was up before he got in the gane.
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W went up even nore after he got in the gane. So |
remenber on the -- that | was on ny head coach.

| went to the office coordinator and was
| i ke -- excuse ny | anguage -- "Man, we fucked."

| said, "This gane was forfeited. W
don't even matter no nore because Pullen just cane
back and said they nade a m stake. He's ineligible.

MR. BAKER Can | say sonething? First of
all, as a coach and as a building AD, | have a
problem -- and you nentioned earlier, M. Ross,
these are "ny people.” | actually inherited them
| didn't choose the coaches when | got there. For
us to not know that this student athlete is
ineligible, that's an issue for our district because
we shoul d know this; and prior to them even bringing
this to our gane on that day, they knew this kid was
I neligible.

DR. ROSS: Who woul d have known?

MR. BAKER  They -- they -- they knew he
was ineligible. The one thing we didn't dois --
we' ve put corrective neasure in place for this -- is
that the OHSAA's eligibility certificate is the
Bible. It should have been updated. |t was not

updated on the -- the week before based on the
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five-day rule. Al right. So that's an issue for
our district, that we don't know these things; and,
again, we've put sone corrective neasure in place to
make sure these certificates cone directly to ny

of fice.

But | have a problemw th our coaches and
our building ADs not knowing that a kid is
ineligible or eligible, and then we want to cone
here and say, "This is the result of ©Mark Baker."

This is not a result of Mark Baker.

Mar k Baker doesn't do eligibility. It happens at
our building level. That's the concern. Like |
said at the beginning, this is so unconfortabl e that
| have ny staff up at OHSAA trying to bl ane
sonet hi ng that happened at the building | evel on ne
for eligibility and then cone out to a stadi um and
say -- with the he-say, she-say that | did

sonet hing. | have a huge concern about that. And
as | said, when | found out Coach Powell, it was
relayed to himthat the gane was going to be
forfeited, sonebody --

DR ROSS: That was during the gane?

MR. BAKER It had to be at hal ftine.

Because when | cane out here, | saw a play where a
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kid just did sonething with it. And | found --

| don't know if it was this Powell or another
Powel |, but | said, "I don't know what he's doing,
but they better play this ganme.”

MR. A POAELL: That was ne.

That's when you showed ne a piece of paper
that's fol ded up, and you showed ne where you
cal cul ated and said, "Your person nade a m stake."

| said, "Mark, you gave the green |ight
for the play."

He called ne back and said --

MR BAKER | did -- | disagree. |
di sagr ee.

MR. A. POAELL: You said, "He nade a
m stake, and the kid is ineligible."

So | said, "So, again what -- we're -- we
I n deep."”

And he said, "well" --

MR. BAKER W& were in deep when we knew
the kid was ineligible before the gane.

MR A PONELL: M. Baker, you said at
that tinme, "Well, if you just |l ose this gane, then
Taft -- the Taft ganme, we don't have to worry about

It, you know. That's all we can do, is just |et
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Bel nont win."
M5. PRICE: | have a question. If it's a
matter of -- because |I'm hearing sonme consi stencies.

If they knew that he was ineligible, then why the
conversations and why the phone calls and why were
you looking at it? | nean, that's just ny question.

MR. BAKER  Say it again.

M5. PRICE: |If you're saying that your
staff knew he was ineligible and he never should
have played -- if they knew he was ineligible and
they cane to you, then where does the confusion lie
that you're continuing to look at eligibility and
make the phone calls to Col unbus?

MR. BAKER At that tinme, | didn't know
about the previous week.

M5. PRICE: W're not tal king about the
pervi ous week.

DR. MOORE: That doesn't matter.

M5. PRICE: Yeah. W're talking about
whet her he was eligible or ineligible based on
his -- on his transcript and his grade card. You're
sayi ng they knew he was ineligible. If they knew he
was ineligible and they came to you and he's

I neligible, why are you questioning whether it was
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done correctly and reaching out to soneone in
Col unbus regarding his eligibility if it was a done
deal and they knew he was ineligible? Wy the need
to inquire further about his eligibility?

MR. BAKER Wy the need --

M5. PRICE: Yeah. Wy the need --

MR, BULLENS: Hold on.

M5. PRICE: | want to nake sure he
under st ands t he questi on.

MR, BULLENS: Can | explain it?

M5. PRICE: Sure.

MR, BULLENS: What they're saying is --

M5. PRICE: Say it loud so we can put it
on the record.

MR, BULLENS: All right.

They' re saying that the mnute
Crystal Phillips, the principal, said this child,
this athlete, is ineligible, that was final.

MR. BAKER  Unh- huh.

MR, BULLENS: But you took it upon
your sel f when they brought you papers -- hang on --
that you wanted to confer wth sonebody el se, but
the principal had already nmade the decision that

he's ineligible. You entertained their coments,
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and you reached out, to do research, to Vince --

MR. BAKER  Right.

MR, BULLENS: -- to try to accomrpdate
t hem

MR. BAKER At that tine, | didn't -- she
didn't tell me that the kid -- | didn't know the kid

was ineligible at that tine.

MR, BULLENS: At the beginning of the
gane, you didn't know that?

MR. BAKER No, | didn't. | did not know
the kid was ineligible at that tine. | reached out
to Ms. Phillips.

| asked her, as a district AD, | said, "Is
the kid eligible?"

She said -- she said, "Wiat did they say?"

MR D. PONELL: You had the report card.
It -- you should -- if you -- | don't know. |'m not
a district AD; but having a report card, |ooking at
It, you should already know that he's ineligible.

MR. BAKER  How coul d you not know as a
coach?

MR D. PONELL: You're --

MR. BAKER | don't understand --

DR ROSS: Whoa, whoa, whoa. One at a
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M5. PRICE: And let's be kind, because |
got to cone out there tonorrow.

DR ROSS: WMark, do you want to finish
your --

MR. BAKER  Yeah. Again, | just have a
problem and it's a concern. Again, we've put sone
corrective neasures in place as a district that,
prayerfully, this never happens --

DR ROSS: Yeah. Nobody wants this to
happen.

MR. BAKER -- to a student athlete.

MR D. PONELL: To answer your question --

MR. BAKER For us, that is a huge issue
in our district, that we have kids that potentially
are ineligible, whichis a violationto -- to the
byl aws of OHSAA.

M5. PRICE: |'mnot saying anything.

DR RCOSS: |Is that the answer that you
needed?

MR, BULLENS: To clarify just a little
nore beyond that --

DR. ROSS: Right. She asked a question.

| wanted to make sure she got an answer.
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MR, BULLENS: | don't see anywhere in ny
statenent, ny report that | gave you, that M. Baker
was ever officially notified by anybody.

Ms. Phillips had notified coach. Coach had notified

pl ayer, slash, parent and/or parent, that he was

I nel i gible.
DR MOCRE: At the beginning of the ganme?
MR. BULLENS: Before the gane.
DR MOCRE: Before the gane?

MR. D. PONELL: This happened when we was
| eavi ng the school. He still was in uniformtaking
pl ayof f pictures.

MR, BULLENS: Right. There was -- there
was sone activity, senior night or whatever, so they
let himplay -- dress. So at that point, the
district's athletic director had not been afforded
the information that Ms. Phillips was because of the
phone call .

Then at the gane -- or at the stadium
then they were -- Ms. Walter cane up to M. Baker
and said, "Hey, | think they're going to have an

i neligible player,"” and that's when docunents were
br ought up.

"He's eligible here. Look at this."
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MR. D. PONELL: Even after that, before
t he gane, yes, he was ineligible.

MR, BULLENS: But nobody -- nobody
officially told M. Baker.

MR D. PONELL: M. Baker had the report
card too.

MR, PULLEN:. | guess that's the concern.
| f you guys knew he was ineligible, why bring the
report card to M. Baker?

MR, D. PONELL: | had no recollect until
4.00. So | didn't know until 4:00. But even before
that, why is the Bel nont principal even |ooking at
our kid' s grades? Was that question ever asked?

MR. BULLENS: Yes.

MR, D. PONELL: What was the answer?

MR, BULLENS: That it was runors around
the school. It was brought to her attention.

MR. D. PONELL: Runors around Bel nont?

MR, BULLENS: Yes. Kids are going to
tal k.

MR, D. POAELL: That's neither here nor
t here.

DR ROSS: Kids are always talking to --

MR. BULLENS: Right.
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MR, D. PONELL: M thing is, the kid did

not play until | got word. So if -- you can say |
knew before the gane. GCkay. | knew the kid stil
wasn't playing. | didn't -- | didn't put himin the

gane until ny -- ny higher-ups gave nme the word that
he was good to go.

MR. BAKER  Who was your hi gher-up?

MR, D. PONELL: M higher-up was you -- or
Coach Pullen by way of you.

MR, BAKER By way of ne?

MR D. PONELL: 1|'ve been know ng this man
16 years. | don't know. Wy would I question hinf
Like | said, yeah, you can say | didn't know the
rules. That's the way | was taught to calculate it.
That's ny red handwiting. | wll put -- that's on
nme. Hi s grade point average -- because if |'m not
m st aken, you canme in and said we're going by the
state rule, 1.0. You never said anything about five
quarter credits. So that's what | did. |
cal cul ated his grades, and it canme out to a 1.4 or
sonething like that. So that's that.

MR, PULLEN. His question -- and if you
| ook at your records, | think it was asked when we

were up here last tine and it never did get
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answered. | admt, | calculated it wong. So Mark
stated, as a building AD, | should know. | nade a

m stake. But | also went to himto see if this is
right or wong, was ny cal cul ations right or wong.

That's still -- as of that nonment, the kid
hadn't been on the field. He got on the field
because of the result of our conversation prior to
the gane starting. Like | said, when I left Mark's
of fice, he gave himthe thunbs up because of the
cal cul ati on he wote down and whoever he was tal king
to, he told ne yes. He didn't say "yes" according
to you because -- but anyway --

DR ROSS: You saw what you identified to
be a go-ahead?

MR, PULLEN. A go-ahead. So | went on the
field. Like |I said, the score was eight to nothing.

| said, "Darran, Mark said he was good."
That's how he got on the field. That's how the
I ncident of trying to throw the ganme start ed.

MR. BAKER Let nme ask you this, coach.
If you're --

DR. ROSS: Mark, one second.

MR D. POANELL: [I'mtired of this.

MR. PULLEN. The fact is, |like you all
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stated to himlast tinme we was up here, sonebody
said you -- you, with your training -- you're the
district AD. You should have been able to see that
right away. |'mhuman. | nmake m stakes. Al ADs

around here have made sone type of mstakes in their

] ob.

But when they go to their boss -- he can
say | got all the experience. Yeah. |[|'ve been
fortunate enough to be in that position. |'ve been

there |l onger than you. But that doesn't nean you're
supposed to be -- have it all. If | presented it to
sonebody el se, sonebody el se could have | ooked at it
and said, "Yeah."

DR. MOORE: (Go ahead, and then | have a
foll owup question for you, M. Baker.

MR. BAKER Yes. In terns of M.
Phillips, who is your direct report at the building
| evel , sharing with you guys not to play a kid,
| still had challenges with bringing sonething to a
gane to ask anyone when she told you guys that the
kid was ineligible not to play him The kid knew he
was ineligible. H's dad shared wth us that he knew
his son was ineligible. So what the -- what was the

under st andi ng behind that or the thought behind
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still bringing a kid?

MR, PULLEN. Wiy did you go through the
tap dance then?

DR ROSS: Let's go back to the question.

MR D. PONELL: | would say | brought it
because it wasn't a definite. It was still in
question. So that's why | brought the report card
because, like | said, nme and Ms. Phillips, we sat
down.

W did tell him "You mght not be able to
play this gane."

| called his nmom-- his nomwas outside
when he was getting on the bus and told him "Yeah.

You m ght not be able to play tonight."

He did not play until | got word because
It was never -- | never got no -- | nean, | know she
sent a nessage or sonmething. |'mcoaching the gane.

| don't have ny phone on ne. So when | got word
t hat he was good to go, okay.

Like | said, I"mtrusting ny bosses at the
end of the day. Now, what transpired between there,
who knows. But like |I said, | trusted ny boss and I
put himin the gane. Now, before that, he didn't

have his hel met or anything.
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DR RCSS: Wien Ms. Phillips nade that
conmment to you about it, it was he may be ineligible
or he is ineligible?

MR D. PONELL: She said, "He may be
i neligible for the night."

| can't say verbatim but | wll say it
was nothing definite. It was nothing definite at
all so --

DR. MOCORE: Ckay. Accepting that and
accepting that you have questions and al so accepti ng
that there were m stakes nade way back when the
gradi ng period ended and the cal cul ati on shoul d have
been made at that tinme, M. Baker, | know that
cal cul ati ng grades under 4-4-1 four-block scheduling
I's conplex; and you're a relatively new
adm ni strator, certainly new to an adm ni stration
that involves nmultiple high schools.

If you had any question in your mnd
what soever -- and apparently you did because you
called on a colleague. You wouldn't call us because
7:00, 8:00 at night, we are not in the office,
al though we are on our email. W can al nost al ways
respond to emails.

Why woul dn't you have just said to
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M. Pullen, "Let's err on the safe side. Don't play

hi m' ?

MR. BAKER  Lesson | ear ned.

The biggest mistake | nmade that night was
| should have said, "I'"'mnot dealing with this

tonight. W'Il deal wwth it on Mnday."

That's the biggest lesson | |earned from
this whol e situation.

DR. MOCRE: That woul d have been a good
| esson.

MR. BAKER  Absol utely.

MR, D. PONELL: That woul d have been

perfectly fine too. W would have beat Bel nont

anyway.

DR ROSS: He nentioned peopl e made
m st akes.

Mark said, "If | had a do-over, |I'd do
this."

MR. A POANELL: He said this nmuch when we
were here -- he was very upset.

He says, "Tell ne this, coach. Howis it
you don't know your point guard" -- we've played
themin basketball -- "is not eligible?"

W -- we in deep, and we going to have to
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do this. | got to report this.
| said, "Report it." | said, "But why did

you give ne the green |ight?"

And that's when you said, "My -- ny" --

You told ne Col unbus nade a m stake. Your
ment or nade a m stake, and he call ed you back.
That's what you told ne. | wanted to press for nore
at that time; but | was then given a directive to
get over and get them cal ned down. After two or
t hree plays, whatever happened, M. Baker --

DR ROSS: D d you see what happened?

MR, A PONELL: Yes, yes. | was, in
fact -- | was -- | was at the coach's bench at the
tinme.

So M. Baker cane back across when he seen
this whol e enbarrassnent taking place on the field
and says, "Tell themto play to win the gane. Just
wn the gane. Just wn the gane."

That's when | turned around and | said,
"Keep playing,"” just like that. | had said it when
| was here before. This is painful for me. This is
extrenely --

DR ROSS: [|I'msure it is.

MR A PONELL: Al | can dois tell the
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truth. You never asked ne do | think it was

malicious? No. | think it was -- panic occurred
and bull crap rolls downhill. Not only did I
cal cul ate and was worried about that, | was worried

about any formof retaliation, if it's going to be
an enbarrassnent on -- ny district would be
t hr eat ened.

It is stressful. It is stressful not even
knowing if we were -- the work we've done with these

kids, if we're in a position for next year, stuff

all day. | know you didn't ask about that, but this
stuff is getting collective. It is getting
collective and it's -- it's just -- his nane has

been drug through the dirt. H's nanme has been drug
through the dirt, and we're the only one that's
wong in this. There were m stakes made fromtop to
bott om

The counsel or shoul d have never have
pl aced an athlete, who we provided a list, too, in a
cl ass not once but twice -- but no one says anything
about the counselor. A nunber of things is faulty.
| know M. Baker cane in to fix things because prior
to this, I was working right by his side to get ny

experience on things that he wanted to -- to have in
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pl ace, you know.

In spite of hearing, "OCh, you guys are
supposed to be gone. You've been here too long."

| didn't take that. I'mlike, you know,
well, people say things. |'mjust going to do ny
job and let the community speak for itself and | et
the work speak for itself. So this is stressful.

| hope we have sone resolution. | was
very upset that | wasn't educated about ny own
district. | don't know how I'mnot called in to
give the evidence that -- or to nake the statenent
that this is what M. Baker told ne twice. | didn't
say -- I'mnot saying it was malicious or anything
l'i ke that.

DR RCSS: | don't think anybody on this
side believes that anything was malicious. It was a
group of m stakes that kept conpounding the --

MR A PONELL: It was the perfect storm
Dr. Ross. W have an article in the paper. And the
writer has taken liberty slamm ng things and -- sir,
we catching heat saying, you know, we going to court
and all that. W never nade that statenent. There
was a retraction in the paper this big the next day.

DR ROCSS: Behind the cookie recipes.
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MR, A POANELL: Yes. Then we're told --
excuse nme. The superintendent says enphatically,
supposedly, that M. Baker didn't neke the
statenments. Now, | go to church.

You a liar.

|"mgetting called fromaround the country
for the capacity in which | work for other
organi zations |i ke OHSAA doi ng character education
In sports. |'mtraining coaches. 1've been --
| was speaking all across -- | was supposed to be at
Wayne State the other day for District 3 Mchigan's
AD address keynote. |'mhere. |'m here because
| -- ny desire was that we all got together and
worked it out in Dayton. But for these two to have
to catch the heat, for these two to have their
contracts -- | can't say it's related to football,
but it didn't | ook good.

MR D. PONELL: It was.

MR A POMELL: It's just, you know,
retaliation-type things, the little things. W need
M. Baker. | currently have three Division 1 kids
and five D2 signing in our heavily recruited --
they need the nentorship of the district ADto be in

support. W have to hustle to get transportation
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because we're going to Al abana.

| call ny AD and said, "I got kids to
Al abama this week."

We don't have a van. | just went through
ny church and got it done. Wuat |I'msaying is this
has to stop. Prior to that, the relationship was
great. W need to get back to being great.

DR. RCSS: You need to pull your team back
t oget her.

MR, A PONELL: Yes, and nmy community.

DR ROSS: You're right. [It's going to
take sone tinme. But | think on our end of this
pi ece, one of the nbst egregious things that could
happen i s what happened when you read that -- when
you read that official's part of that piece, you
start to question the integrity of what happens.
That just can't happen. That just cannot happen
because, as you're well aware, you all work with
kids. You work with coaches. That can't be
sonething that's tol erable, not anywhere. Not just
I n Chio, anywhere across the country.

MR BULLENS: Dr. Ross, I'mgoing to
summari ze just fromny perspective -- | said it to

everybody. |I'mSwitzerland. M office is tasked
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W th gathering everything. | apol ogize because --
for not speaking with you because this is not a
hom ci de case. Twenty-five years being a Dayton
detective, | dealt with hom cides that were |ess
conplicated than this.

DR ROSS: This is a conplex issue.

MR, BULLENS: That's the reason | knew it
was to the point that when | interviewed the coaches
and ADs, | recorded it because there was no way |
was going to take copi ous enough notes to dignify
what was sai d.

DR. MOORE: Wiich is why --

DR RCSS: Wich is why we do the sane

t hi ng.

MR, BULLENS: | would have. So |
apol ogi ze upfront. | use that statenment -- this is
not -- these are kids. This is an activity. This

Is not a homcide investigation. New athletic
director, bottomline, mstakes were nmade by
everybody. It's inright. |'mnot going to
reiterate because you've all seen what works.

Moving forward, great tradition, part of
that great tradition. Mrk was a graduate of

Dunbar, cane up at Chio State. Even what they're
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saying, they want to see the athletic director -- we
needed to -- | was brought in four years ago to see

a change in the district because things were so far
out of line, they needed to bring in a professional
to do that.

The sane thing with M. Baker. | think
this is an opportunity for |essons | earned and stop
poi nting fingers and say, "OCkay. M. Baker knows

fromthis point on, okay, this is what you need to

do."

"Coaches and athletic directors" --

No, no, no. Ckay. They all need to be --
| don't need to understand bl ock schedules. | got

enough to understand with the Onhi o Revi sed Code.
Here's what it is. Myving forward, the district and
Mar k Baker has placed sonme gaps -- sone neasures in
pl ace, checks and bal ances, that they can track
students' eligibility long before they get it.

We're renoving the student in the incident

of ineligibility. This is the finger-pointing and

this and that. 1In a phone call, | do that to ny
kids. |'mon the phone, "Hey, dad, can | go out
t oni ght ?"

"Gve ne a mnute." (Mtions.)
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They're |i ke boom

"Where did you go?"

"Well, you said | could.”

"No. | neant" --

So gestures, whatever, it is what it is.
What we need to do here is to nove forward as a
district, an athletic programin a high school --
really, all of our high schools -- and the AD or the
athletic director for the district putting his gane
plan -- this is ny fourth year here, and |I'mj ust
seeing the titanic turn fromwhat | inherited.

Mark has been here six nonths. He's not
even got the ores in the water yet. You go that
way. Could it have been nade, conmmunication?
Absolutely. |If M. Baker woul d have been
definitively told by the principal that, no, he's
Ineligible, fine. There shouldn't have been any
mtigating, arguing, what | call "shopping for an
answer" until they got the one. They went shopping
for an answer until they got the one that they
want ed. He was confused.

So as it may be, that's the stance that |
think that ny investigation -- what we've conme up

with, that there's not a finger-pointing. They knew
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the child was ineligible. W're beyond that.

Now it's the -- the -- | don't think
anybody woul d purposefully say, "Throw that gane.”

It could have been conceived that, well,
we did this. Mstakes were nmade on both sides on
this as far as follow ng up, but your tineline of a
ganme -- kickoff is in five mnutes. They got to
hurry and start. Hindsight and foresight, |I'msure
coach woul d have done it a whole lot different.

MR, D. POAELL: | just got an issue. You
don't think that anybody woul d say, "Throw the

gane," but you never asked ne that in ny interview
MR, BULLENS: Hang on. Have you seen a
copy of the transcript?

MR. D. POAELL: | haven't.

MR, BULLENS: Ckay. It was reported --

MR, D. POAELL: |If you would have asked ne
to throw the gane, | would have said yes. So | know
you didn't ask ne that.

DR MOCRE: Well, since none of you
di sputed the official's report --

MR D. PONELL: How do you explain that?

DR MOCORE: That's exactly ny question.

Are you trying to represent to ne that the kids did
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It by thensel ves?

MR BAKER. No, no. Here is what I'm
believing -- and | saw it happen, Dr. More. Wen |
came out -- when | canme out, | saw sone kids doing
anything that they wanted to on the field. Wat |'m
assumng is that we had a coach tell their kids
sonething at that particular tine to force themto
go into sonething like that. That's just ny
assunpti on.

| think Coach Powel |, bigger Powell down
there, kind of sunmed it up in ternms of -- the
bottomline of all of this is we have a student
athlete ineligible. That's a concern. The sane kid
that I"mtal king about is still ineligible to this
day. That's a concern. Here's a kid that we
have - -

MR, D. PONELL: They kept himin gym
class. They never took himout. The two tines he
asked, they never took him out.

MR, A PONELL: The district is broken.

DR. ROSS: Let himfinish, and then we'l]l
nove down.

MR. BAKER Here's the bigger issue. The

bi gger issue is that we have a kid that's
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ineligible, and he's still ineligible to this day.
So what we've done, in talking to ny superintendent
and ot her people, we do sone chall enges wthin our
district and certainly within our athletic
departnent. Wat's |'ve worked on is correctable
measure. It's not about he said this, she said
this. Here's this correctable neasure, you know.

As peopl e talk about their persona

experience, Dr. Ross, | alnost didn't get to
Chio State. |'mserious about this thing about
eligibility with kids. | was this close, not

because I was dunb, not because | was stupid as a
student athlete. | had adults around that didn't
chal l enge nme and hold ne accountable. | could score
40 points on the court and go to class and do what |

want to do. This is the type of stuff that has to

st op.

DR, ROSS: It does.

MR. BAKER My thought is correctable
nmeasur es.

DR, ROSS: | understand.

MR. BAKER One of the things we're
doing -- Ms. Price is comng down tonorrow to do a
training. |'ve done sone internal training for our
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staff to nmake sure they know. W' ve put systens in
pl ace, early warning signs that not only nyself
woul d know but the coaches woul d know, the
counselors, the ADs at the buildings, but also the
parents and the kid will know exactly where they're
at .

DR. RCSS: Well, | think that's
trenmendous; but that's probably part one. Part two
Is we got to figure out where we are with what
happened after halftinme because that part is the
question, and | think putting those pieces in place
are going to help, hopefully, keep everybody out of
this situation down the road. W still need to
probably ascertain -- | knowit's a |lot of pointing
fingers, but we need to conme up with sonething so we

have a fairly good understandi ng.

MR, D. POAELL: | just know Principa
Walter was in the sane roomand Ms. Phillips was in
the same room | can't tell you what they would

say, but | know what | was told. Like | said, these
aren't kids. Like, |I don't get paid enough to --
just to go out there and do whatever. | care for

t hese kids. We travel and do all this.

We're on our way to the playoffs. |'m not
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going to jeopardi ze anything. These kids are
playing nore film nore highlights for college
coaches to | ook at agai nst playoff teans.

| honestly can say | feel like we had the talent to
get to States; whether we woul d have won when we got
there or not, there's no telling because we didn't
get in.

Like | said, there's no point in ne
playing a kid that's ineligible when we're already
beating the team and woul d have beat the team
without him Like | said, once he got the word, ny
t hought process is I'"mnot going to just punish this
kid if he's eligible. So, like |I said, | played him
because | got the word to play.

DR ROSS: |Is there anything el se you
woul d |i ke to add?

M5. RONAI: If | could ask a real quick
guestion, just in |looking through M. Bullens'
report, Melanie Walter, she said that, "Mark Baker
| ooked up at the scoreboard and said the best thing
t hat coul d happen for them woul d be that Bel nont
H gh School win the gane."

Had M. Pullen or M. Powell have been

around you at that tinme?

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
WWw. ander sonr eporting. com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dunbar Hi gh School Proceedings
2/ 27/ 2017 61

MR. BAKER: No.
MR, PULLEN. The halftinme neeting, for
what ever reason -- and maybe because | was busy

because it was senior night and | had to pick up

t hat --

MR D. POANELL: | walked in --

MR, PULLEN: | wasn't in that halftine
meet i ng.

MR, D. PONELL: | wal ked in on that
meeti ng.

M5. RONAI: The reason | ask is just that
she said M. Bullens foll owed up and asked, "How did
you take that statenent?"

She said, "The ganme woul dn't have to be
forfeited if Belnont won is how | interpreted what
Mar k Baker said -- stated to ne and just trying to
put together the pieces.”

| don't know if there was sone sort of
m scommuni cati on of the statenent that was heard,
but | just didn't know who was around when t hat
statenent was nade.

MR D. PONELL: The sane thing. | got out
of the -- our conversation in the -- in his office.

MR, PULLEN: He was in there.
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MS. RONAI : So
t hat st atenent was nmade?

MR, D. POWELL:

you were in the office when

| don't knowif it was

that statenent, but | know that's basically what was

said. |If Belnont won the gane, you know, we

woul dn't have to worry about it basically.

MR. PULLEN. The neeting was goi ng on

before you got in there.

MR, D. POWELL:

Yeah. | walked in on the

neeting. They didn't know | was com ng. Like I

said, | was seeing red when ny uncle told ne that.

| just went straight to
DR. RCSS: And

MR, D. POWELL:

his office.
that was at hal fti ne?

That was at halftine. W

had senior night that night. W canme back, and I

told the coaches what was going on. M. Phillips

and Ms. Walter, | guess,

when | wal ked in there,

were already in there; and

| was just |ooking for Mark.

| didn't know they was already in there. So when |

wal ked in there, they was already in there. That's

when we had that --
DR. ROSS: M.
you would like to --

MR A POWELL:

Powel | , anything el se that

Just some -- well, |
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guess -- one of the things | did this year --
because I no longer have it. The second tine that
M. Baker talked to nme, | did record it. Sadly,

| can't retrieve it. | don't know what happened. |
only shared it wwth ny attorney and one of, you
know -- two ot her people.

| said, "I'"'mgoing to hold onto this just
in case it gets this far."

That's why | kept trying to say this hurts
me because | can't -- | could never say it was
mal i ci ous, but the statenents were said. | nean,
"Just let Belnmont win."

"So what do you want ne to tell thenP"

"Just if Belnont wins, we okay."

"What about Taft?"

"We okay."

Bel nont -- now, maybe his interpretation
about Taft was this five days but he didn't --

MR. BAKER He didn't know about Taft.

MR A PONELL: He's saying now he didn't
know about Taft. | don't know what else to say.
|'ve been called a liar in the paper, in ny
comunity. | nmet with the superintendent. She

asked what was ny concern. |'m highly suspicious
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that we're going to get a call fromyou guys and
we're all going to be replaced in May when this
thing is quiet and done wth.

My al utmi associ ation, which M. Baker is
a nenber of, is saying, "W don't want to see this
enter fire, but we're going to stand by the truth."

When we watch the filmon Dayton Public
School s and hear the commentators saying sonet hi ng
I's egregiously wong in this football gane --

DR RCSS: Wiich is why we're here.

MR A PONELL: Ckay. So that's basically
what it is.

MR. D. POANELL: Tell them about the film

Wen we actually got the film-- when we
got the filmand popped it in that next day, this
whol e sequence was gone. | don't know who cut it.
"' mnot saying he told anybody to cut it. | don't
know what happened to it, but it was gone.

So we was waiting on the, you know, Dayton
Public Schools programming to -- that streans it
live to put it up. So when they put it up, |
watched it. | don't knowif it's still up or not,
but |I'mpretty sure you can get the tape.

You can hear the comment ator say,
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"Something is not right. This ain't the sanme Dunbar
teamthat was just playing in the first half."

Sonet hi ng had to happen because you see
all these kids -- the kids was crying and
everything. It was hard. It was a very tough
envi ronnent .

DR, MOORE: Sure.

DR. RCSS: As a coach, that woul d have
been very difficult.

MR. A POANELL: Fromthe nonent the
quarterback conmes into the ganme, you see the Bel nont
kids begin to celebrate on the sideline. 1In
hi ndsi ght, we said -- sonebody knew sonet hi ng.

MR, D. POAELL: We just know normally --

MR A POWNELL: Coaches, everybody is
giving them high fives. Everybody is just junping
on the sidelines at Belnont. They knew sonet hi ng.

MR. D. POAELL: Belnont and their coach,
he changed his whol e gane plan. W got -- | had --
| got a four-star receiver and another three --
| had good receivers.

He told them "I got a real good running
back. "

He put one in the box and one-on-one with
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our receivers because he was -- basically, our
quarterback wasn't going to play. He has that. |If

you wat ch any ot her previous ganes before when
Coach Al bright is coaching agai nst Dunbar, it's
al ways two over the top.

| nmean, like | said, he knew he had good
receivers. Hi s whole gane plan changed. So that's
why | just felt |ike sonething wasn't right fromthe
junp. Like | said, why she was ever |ooking at ny
grades? | don't know. | nmean, |I'mnot going to ask
her now. It's water under the bridge; but why that
even happened, | have no idea.

MR. BAKER My question is, why weren't we
| ooki ng at the grades?

MR. D. POAELL: Oh, well, like | said, |
| ooked at it; and I knew his grade point average,
li ke | said, because | was going off the 1.0. |If
you go off the 1.0 rule, we had the 1.0 --

MR. BAKER What's the 1.0 rule?

MR D. PONELL: What you said that -- the
one.

MR, BAKER | didn't give a 1.0 rule.

MR A PONELL: It's two.

MR, D. POAELL: Ckay. Well, in August, we
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had a neeting; and he said we going by the State
rule of 1.0.

M5. PRICE: W don't have a rule.

MR, D. PONELL: | know that now.

M5. PRICE: W have a grade point average.

MR, D. POANELL: | know that now. But, I
nmean, that's what was translated to us. |'mpretty
sure everybody across the district probably got that
sanme statenent when they had their neeting with
M. Baker as well, the 1.0 rule so we can get nore
ki ds invol ved.

MR A POWNELL: In August, we was told
too -- and it's not to blame M. Baker, but he was
going to put a support systemin --

MR. BAKER  The building | evel was doing
t hat .

MR A PONELL: That didn't happen.

MR. BAKER What they're saying is prior
to ne taking the job, DPS cane to ne with the 2.0
rule. That was above OHSAA's five credits; and when
| took the job, there was sone conversation about
how we were losing a lot of kids to other districts
and that such.

So our ABC, we agreed that as |ong as

Ander son Reporting Services, Inc. (614) 326-0177
WWw. ander sonr eporting. com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dunbar Hi gh School Proceedings
2/ 27/ 2017

68

they're passing the five and they're -- in between a
2.0, they could be eligible. But we had to put

I nterventions in place, and each building |evel was
supposed to put study tables and all these types of
things in place to ensure that the student athletes
was good in that regard.

DR MOCRE: Well, we could certainly help
you with those strategies and certainly strategies
for making sure that you understand how to determ ne
conpliance for scholarship. | know when Ms. Price
cones down, she'll be tal king about that quite a
bit. That's part of our job, to support our

school s, but --

MR, BULLENS: Coach Powell, did you -- in
your interview, you were asked, "lIs it fair to say"
-- let's see here. | don't know what nunber you
have -- | guess we should have nunbered all of them

It says, "Is it fair that you' re saying

your principal, who everybody in the building
reports to her, said do not -- don't play him then
your building AD cones and nuddi es the water and
says, 'He's good to -- good. Go ahead and pl ay
him? D d you ever talk personally to Mark Baker,

the district athletic director?"
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Your answer was, "No. | have not talked
with himpersonally since halftine."

MR, D. POANELL: This is our first
conversation since halftine.

MR, BULLENS: Right. But what |'m saying
IS you were getting it from another party.

MR, D. POAELL: From him

MR BULLENS: Okay.

MR D. PONELL: Well, here's the thing --

MR, BULLENS: You didn't have firsthand
know edge?

MR D. PONELL: Yeah. I|I'msaying -- this
Isn't going fromtext nessages or anything but --

MR. BULLENS: This whol e thing has
conpounded because --

MR. D. PONELL: You never asked ne did he
say to throw the gane. That's ny whol e thing.

MR, BULLENS: You're absolutely correct.
| didn't ask that direct question because | woul dn't
question your integrity. That was not part of the
| nvestigation.

DR RCSS: | think the investigation was
nore geared toward the eligibility and how it

occurred.
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MR, BULLENS: Absol utely.
MR D. PONELL: But then in the paper, he
said he didn't say it to make us | ook bad. The

superintendent said he didn't instruct us to throw

t he gane.

DR. ROSS: Peter, anything el se?

MR, PULLEN. Yes. | got to say this, you
know. | care so nmuch about this school, and | don't
know - -

DR RCSS: | don't think there's anybody

sitting here that doesn't | ove the school.

MR, PULLEN: | would do anything. Wat
hurts nme nore than anything is the fact that, you
know, | gave up ny AD job, which that was going to
be like ny retirenment gig once | got through
coaching. So when | get called into ny principal's
office and she's going to reprinmand ne, | deserve
that. She's going to put the thing in ny sheet --
in ny jacket. That's fine. | had no problemwth
t hat because | nade a m st ake.

So we're tal king and she says al so, that,
you know, I'mforced -- "I'mgoing to have to get
rid of you." She didn't just say it right then and

there, but she was telling ne that she's going to
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have to replace ne. | had already -- was thinking
about -- once a person lies, I'mpretty nuch -- ny

parents taught ne if you |lie, you cheat, you steal,
you do anyt hi ng.

So | was trying not to deal with that. So
when ny principal told ne that, | already gave her
ny letter of resignation. | was going to have her
sign right then and there on the spot. Like I told

ny wife, it's going to be hard for nme to work for

sonebody that | don't trust and -- and |I'm sayi ng
that all this would be above -- be cl eared up,

| think, if -- if people would just admt, "I nade a
mstake. | admt it."

"“You made a m st ake?"

"Yes. This happened. Let's fix it."

We're tal king about blanme. Then | clarify
by going on and stating, "Well, I'mnew at this.
|"mthis and that."

All I wanted to do is -- all you got to
say is, "I was wong," and let's go fromthere.

I f you nmake a m stake on the basketball
court, if you sit -- since he |ikes to do basket bal
now, do you sit there and pout? O do you get your

butt up and try to nake up for it? That's all |I'm
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saying. W just need to be honest. W're sitting
here with three people -- three people saying what
happened, pretty nuch saying the sane thing. |If you
go back and | ook at the records fromlast tine we
were up here, | don't think we deviated fromthat.
That's -- that's all, man, you know. | care about
the district. | care about ny school. | care about
Mark. Al I'"masking is that the truth got to be

said. Yes. Yes.

DR. ROSS: M. Bullens.

MR. BULLENS: | have nothing further to
say.

DR, ROSS: Mark?

MR. BAKER No. | -- | do |ove Dunbar
too. |'ma Dunbar graduate. | had success --

DR ROSS: So everybody sitting there
| oves Dunbar --

MR, BAKER  Absolutely. | don't --

DR. ROSS: -- even M. Bullens.

MR. BULLENS: Yeabh.

MR. BAKER The matter that we have in our
district was prior to Mark Baker com ng to DPS. W
have sone issues and sone chal |l enges, and those

chal | enges have been going on for a long tine. Wat
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|"ve got in place -- |I've tried to correct them and
put sonme things in place, as | said.

All these conversations with these guys
that won't the truth cone out, won't it just happen,
the truth is -- we should have started with the
truth. We wouldn't be sitting here having this
conversation. That's the thing that drives ne, is
we have a student athlete that we all -- that's the
truth, we all failed to figure it out.

MR, PULLEN. | went to ny boss --

MR BAKER W all --

MR. PULLEN. -- to get an answer --

DR. ROSS: G ve hima second.

MR, BAKER | think that we all failed to
figure out his GPA, but the bigger thing, as | said,
Is that this -- you're talking malicious --

DR RCSS: | don't think anybody has
tal ked mal i ci ous.

MR. BAKER We knew -- there was an
understanding that this kid was ineligible. He's
been having issues since the seventh grade. He's
never conpleted -- he's never conpleted a full
season since he's been a seventh grader. How do we

not know that and we care about these kids and we
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work with themand they're ours? How do we not know
this?

DR. ROSS: | think you've identified
there's sone corrections in the systemthat need to
be made.

DR MOORE: What year in school is this
young man?

MR. BAKER He's a junior.

MR D. PONELL: To say that we didn't
know, | have asked plenty of tinmes what we can do to
get himeligible. Like I said, I've coached him

since the seventh grade. This kid needs an | EP or

sonet hing. He doesn't connect. He's not -- he's
still not. Like | said, even after football season,
he was still ineligible for basketball with the sane
situation.

He was still in gym W said to get him

out of gymtwo or three tinmes. The nom and the dad
cane up to the school wth the counsel or and the
principal, and they still didn't take himout of

gym That's howit is, you know. Wen a team/|l oses
a gane, it's on the quarterback and the coach.

| understand that. Like I said, I'"'mdue for it.

I'"'mfine with that.
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DR RCSS: If you win, you got great
pl ayers.
MR. BAKER  Exactly.
MR D. PONELL: So to say that we don't

care about this kid --

MR. BAKER | did not say --
MR, D. PONELL: [|'mtalking about in
general. |'mnot just talking about --

MR. BAKER It wasn't a care -- here's
where, again, as a district, we have issues. W
have a challenge that I've identified. | think this
was a situation brought to light that we have to

fix, and we understand that; but the thing is, | did

not give a directive. | nean, sonebody assum ng and
said -- | did not give sonebody a directive.

MR A PONELL: | |ove you, Mark, but you
gave nme a directive. |If | msheard, | apol ogi ze;
but we had two conversations. So, you know, | have
to see you and work with you and, you know -- | |ove
you.

MR. BAKER | |ove you too.

MR A POWNELL: |'mnot going to change

that statenent because it's true, and | think ny

text proves that | was sending you ny | ove the next
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day. | told you to get over it. | said in that
text we made a m stake, but we're going to get
through it. But then this whole thing of, you

know - - | hope that we can nove on, but actions
are -- there's sonething planned for us down the
road that's not good.

MR. BAKER Who is the planning fronf

MR, D. PONELL: We don't know.

MR, A PONELL: | think that's an offline
conversation that we need to have.

MR, PULLEN: Let's --

DR RCSS: That's sonmething you guys have
to deal wth.

DR MOORE: Thisis alittle off topic,
but I"'mcomng to you as an academc. | spent a |ot
of years as a college professor. Here's the thing
with blocks. I'mlooking at this kid -- forget the
PE. You ve got to take PE. If you're not going to
give himcredit for football or basketball -- which
a |lot of schools do now and get rid of that half
credit -- he's in the equivalent of six courses, siX
academc courses in terns of the tine that he's
spendi ng.

There's nothing wong with his schedul e.
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Spani sh, | anguage arts, mathematics. But he's got
sone issues in language arts, so he may need sone
support and intervention. He's not doing very well
I n Spanish either. So there's nothing wong with
his schedule. You guys have to get on the ball and
get sone help and get those grades up. | wouldn't
recommend addi ng another full credit course in a
bl ock for a kid that's --

DR. ROSS: He's got enough.

DR MOCRE: He's got enough. He just has
to do what he has --

DR ROSS: He has plenty.

DR MOCORE: He has plenty of classes.
He's just not getting the support that he needs to
succeed, and that's where you need to go. | know
I"'mtalking to the wong people. You care, but
that's not for you. You're not providing the
instruction for this kid.

DR RCSS: Dr. More, anything el se you
would like to --

DR. MOORE: No. Thank you.

DR RCSS: WMark, anything el se you woul d
li ke to add?

MR, BAKER  No.
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DR. ROSS: M. Bullens?
MR. BULLENS: No.
DR ROSS: Darran?
MR. D. POWNELL: No.
DR. ROSS: You're biting your tongue off.

You m ght as wel | speak.

MR D. PONELL: W can go back and forth
all day. It's just -- | nean, it's a nessed up
situation. Like | said, hopefully we can nove

f orwar d. Like | said, this was our first

conversation since October 29 and just as -- as
soneone that's working under you, | would just |ike
t he communi cation to be better. | would have | oved

to have heard fromyou that we wasn't going to be in
the playoffs if we lose. | would rather our players
and our parents have a conversation with the staff,
the principal, and you.

MR. BAKER  Well, if you recall during
that tine, | was -- the investigation was goi ng on,
so | couldn't. M. Phillips --

MR, BULLENS: 1In all fairness, | gave him

a direct order -- and | report directly to the
superi ntendent -- "You do not discuss this with
anybody." The investigation was not concl uded.
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D. PONELL: Is it still going on?
BULLENS: Ch, no.
D. PONELL: Wen was it concl uded?

BULLENS: When?

> 2 3 3 3

D. PONELL: It wasn't concl uded
yest erday, correct?

MR. BULLENS: Onh, absolutely not.

MR D. PONELL: So, like I'm saying, we
still have not had that conversation.

MR, BULLENS: W can talk --

DR. MOORE: But that's a communi cati on
t hat you guys need to have.

MR, D. POMNELL: ['mjust letting himknow
now because |'m going to tal k again.

MR. BULLENS: Novenber 16 woul d be when |
set out ny book.

DR, ROSS: Ckay. So it's one of those
that there's a conmmuni cation piece that needs to --

MR D. POVNELL: Yeah. That's the only
thing. | just hope the communi cation can open back
up.

DR ROSS: But you're asking -- you're
part of all this. You got to vet these issues

because you don't -- if you don't vet the issues,
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you're never going to get past that. You need to --
| think kind of open it up so you can close it up.

MR A PONELL: The superintendent has
given ne an opportunity to sit down in her
boardroom and she's given ne one directive. W
better conme out of there with -- whatever we're
doi ng together is right, our relationships. |[|'ve
taken her up onit. W're just waiting to solidify
the date. She's put it on ne.

DR RCSS: |Is there anything el se that you
woul d |i ke to add?

MR. A. POAELL: Pardon?

DR ROSS: Anything else that you woul d
li ke to add?

MR A POMELL: No. It's going to be what
It's going to be. It's water under the bridge. |
appreciate the opportunity to have vented and to --
and to say that -- that what it isis what it is is
what | said it is. | just didn't want these nen --
their integrity questioned. They have basket ball
jobs, just like -- it's just got to get better.

DR. ROSS: The team has got to pul
t oget her.

Kristin, what do you think?
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M5. RONAI: | do have one follow up
guestion. The very last page in M. Bullens'
sunmary report, you said, essentially, that the
Dunbar coaches had submtted a letter of appeal to
our office wthout the perm ssion of either Crystal
Phillips or Peter Pullen. |Is that accurate?

MR, PULLEN:  No.

MR, D. POAELL: | signed it.

M5. RONAI: | thought | saw the signatures
on there, but | wanted --

MR, BULLENS: What she's asking you is did

you have perm ssion fromCrystal Phillips to --

>

RONAI:  No. That --
BULLENS: OCh, I'msorry. Go ahead.
MOORE: She's asking that --

D. POAELL: Was he aware that --

T 2 33

MOORE: Yeah. It says, "On Monday,
Oct ober 31, 2016, or the weekend prior, the Dunbar
coaching staff had witten a letter of appeal to the
Ohi o Hi gh School Athletic Association wthout the
perm ssion of either Crystal Phillips or

Peter Pullen and typed their names on the signature
line."

| believe that | received that
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correspondence fromyou. | just wanted to give you
an opportunity to respond to that since you -- it

conflicts --

M5. PRICE: This gives the inpression
that --

MR, BULLENS: They forged.

M5. PRICE: Yeah.

MR. BULLENS: But a lot of tines,
transmttal wth the electronic, you have to send --
when you send it, thenit's follow up with the
signature. W did -- | was not afforded the
opportunity of that.

DR. RCSS: You didn't have one with a
signature on it?

MR. BULLENS: That is correct.

DR. RCSS: The one, | think, we have has
signatures on it.

MR A PONELL: That explains sonmething to
ne. W signed it --

DR ROSS: | was going to say -- | was
wondering when | read that because the copy we had
had both signatures on it.

Kristin, did you find out what you need?

V5. RONAI : Yes.
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DR. ROSS: Kel sey?
M5. GOLEC: No.
DR ROSS: Beau?
MR RUGG No.
DR, ROSS: Roxanne?
M5. PRICE: | think it needs to be

adj udi cated; and | would say, perhaps, you do that
to the superintendent. W did get sonething from
her via email, Dr. Ross did, on |ast Tuesday that we
noved on fromthe situation and did an interna
I nvestigation. Again, we read that thinking that
her inpression of this neeting was where did we go
wrong or where was the m stake nmade that an
I neligible student participated?

W may have 30 ineligible students
partici pate between one Board neeting and the next,
and those infractions are always in the Board
neeting mnutes. It happens. |t happens every
season. W wouldn't have a job if it didn't happen.
W try to educate our individuals and what have you,
but this neeting was not about that student and the
ineligible --

MR, BULLENS: | understand. [|'Il explain

that to her.
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DR. ROSS: You nade a m stake. People
make m st akes.

MR, PULLEN: | know.

DR, ROSS: Eligibility is sonething
that -- that's why we have these two ladies. You
menti oned sonet hi ng about shopping for the right
answer, that used to happen here. So one of the
things that we started 13 years ago, we took all the
conpl i ance decisions out; and these two | adi es take
care of all of them So we've consolidated, and we
know where it comes from They see it every day.
Peopl e nake m st akes.

So, Peter, don't beat yourself over the
head.

MR, PULLEN. [It's over wth.

DR ROSS: Coach, people nade m st akes.
That's how you | earn because if you don't make a
m st ake soneti nes, you never, ever realize the kind
of pieces that you need to put in place to get
better.

M5. PRICE: W' ve had so nmany schol arship
m st akes and things pointing to the counsel or that
we've even -- if you go through the schol arship

bylaw, they'll say things |like -- that we' ve changed
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even on your guidance because -- the parents do, why
their kid was ineligible.
MR, BULLENS: | think it's fair, and I
think he reiterated that that -- that these four

I ndi vidual s here, they said it one way or the other.
G ven an opportunity to do it over, they would do it
a different way, one way or the other. That's where
we learn from

M5. PRICE: My very first slide tonorrow
w ll be, "Comrunication is The Key" because it
al ways is, whether it's in a district, between
districts, or froma district to the Chio High
School Athletic Association. | apologize to Mark
because -- | nean, | made a concerted effort -- |
think I"ve told Mark a couple tines that | have a --
thisis ny job. It's not ny life.

There are tines in the evening when |'m
just not going to answer an enmil. If you put,
"Very, very inportant” and | see it on ny phone, if
It's sonething that matters that night -- because
| can't let it always interfere wwth nmy life.

MR, BULLENS: | wonder how that woul d work
W th the superintendent and nyself.

DR ROSS: Wat we are going to do is
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we're going to take all the pieces fromtoday and
make sonme kind of decision. Nunber one, we believe
this is extrenely serious. | don't think there's
anybody sitting on that side of the table that
doesn't think it's serious also. W have to nmake a
decision on how to deal with that because |I'm going
to be really honest with you, |I've been in this 13
years.

I n how many years --

M5. PRICE: Twenty.

DR. RCSS: -- have you seen this?

DR MOCRE: Never.

DR. ROSS: | haven't either. It's
probably going to be a very serious piece, but we
had this conversation because we needed to hear what
everybody had to say. So we'll put that piece
together, and then we'll get together and forward
t hat on.

DR MOORE: We'Ill informyou and the
superi ntendent as wel | .

DR RCSS: W'Il informthe superintendent
w th that decision when that cones out.

M5. PRICE: Again, we're focusing on the

behaviors that transpired and not so nuch the
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eligibility of this individual.

MR. BULLENS: So there's no-finger
poi nting and --

DR ROSS: It's not finger-pointing. |It's
not finger-pointing because we're not here to throw
anybody under the bus, you know. There was sone
finger-pointing or whatever. That's going to have
to stop. W have to deal wth what happened versus
the "who" part of this because |I think as a
district, that probably nakes nore sense. |If it
goes and is shooting sonebody individually or others
I ndi vidually, then you got two issues. You got to
clean that part up, and then you also got to cl ean
the thing -- whatever happens with the district. So
this is probably, I would think, nore toward the
institutions versus individuals that are invol ved.
Is that fair?

MR. PULLEN:. Yes, sir.

DR, ROSS: Ckay. Thank you. Be careful
goi ng back.

DR. MOORE: Thank you for your tine.

And, thereupon, the hearing was concl uded

at approxi mately 3:00 p. m
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